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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on 
aeronautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, 
National Guard and others connected with aviation 

~--000--- 


THE LOS ANGELES AIR RACES 


For the second consecutive time, the National Air Races, the outstanding 
aeronautical event of the year in America, was held on the Pacific Coast, this 
time at Los Angeles, Cal., from Sept. 8th to 16th, inclusive. This year the Arm 
Air Corps did not participate in the races to the extent that it had in the past 
there being only two major competitive events in which they took part - the John 
L. Mitchell Trophy Race, a closed event for members of the First Pursuit Group 
at Selfridge Field, Mich.,and the General Mason M. Patrick Trophy Race, limited 
to members of the Third Attack Group at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 

Pilots of the lst Pursuit Group who flew to Los Angeles were Major Ralph 
Royce, Commanding; Capt. Victor H. Strahm; Lieuts. Julian B. Haddon, Rex K.Stone 
John K, Cannon, Frank D.Klein, Burton M. Hovey,Jr.,Frank G. Irvin, Frank H. 
Robinson, William H. Doolittle, Ernest H. Lawson and Robert L. Schoenlein. 

The Attack Group pilots who journeyed to the Pacific Coast were Maj.John H, 
Jouett,Commanding; Capts. Ralph H. Wooten,Horace N. Heisen, lst Lieuts. John G. 
Williams, George A.McHenry; 2nd Lieuts. Ivan M. Palmer, Earl C. Robbins, Otto C. 
George, Walter W. Gross, Herbert M. Newstrom, Donald W. Benner, George R.Acheson 
and George H. McNair. end Lieuts. Richard H. Gilley, Eyrle G. Johnson accompan- 
ied the Group as Reserve pilots. Also accompanying the Group were Capt. Robert 
Murphy, Medical Corps, and Maj. M.L. Morales of the Guatemalan Air Corps. 

Langley Field pilots were also among those present at the Races, 9 bombard- 
ment planes making a tactical flight across the continent. Pilots who made the 
long journey from the Atlantic to the Pacific in the big planes were, in addi- 
tion to Maj. Hugh J. Knerr, who was in command, Capt. Cecil G. Sellers; Lieuts. 
Harold W. Beaton, Phillips Melville, Emile T. Kennedy, David L. Behncke, Ward J. 
Davies, A.J. Kerwin Malone, Alfred H. Johnson, Wilton M. Briney, William B. 
Blaufuss, Ford L. Fair, William Wolfingbarger and Harold L. George. Flight Sur- 
geon Capt. Ira F. Peak, M.C., accompanied the flight. 

Lieut. J.E, Upston, Air Corps, of the Information Division, Office, Chief 
of the Air Corps, preceded the Langley Field flyers in the dash across the con- 
tinent. He piloted a Curtiss Falcon observation plane and was accompanied by Mr 
Frederick R. Neely, Staff Correspondent of the Washington "Evening Star". This 
flight of the bombing pilots is described by the Langley Field Correspondent 
elsewhere in this issue of the News Letter. 

The opening of the Air Meet on September 8th was attended by about 50,000 
persons. At 1:30 P.M., an Army gun boomed a salute, while the band played the 
"Star Spangled Banner", Next came salutes for high Army and Navy officers 
scattered in the special boxes reserved for them. 

During the entire afternoon the spectators were entertained by a fine ex- 
hibition of formation and acrobatic flying by Army, Navy and Marine Corps flyers 
Five pilots from the 9lst Observation Squadron, Crissy Field, Presidio of San 
Francisco, Cal., indulged in formation flying, while the Pursuit pilots from 
Selfridge Field, after some splendid formation work, split up into threes, dive 
zoomed, rolled and cut a varied assortment of didoes. The Marine Corps share i: 
the program was a flight of seven Curtiss Falcons from Observation Squadron No. 
8, while the Navy displayed its VB-2B Squadron. A feature of the program was a1 
exhibition of acrobatic flying by the three Navy "Sea Hawks". 

During the course of the afternoon the nine Keystone Bombers from Langley 
Field arrived and flew in formation over the field. 

The program on the following day, Sept. 9th, was marred by the crash of 
Lieut. George H. Hasselman, U.S.Navy, a member of the VB-2B Squadron, who crash- 
ed 50 feet to the ground in a side slip and was seriously injured. 

Following the conclusion of the Navy Racey nine big dark green Army planes 
from the 2d Bombardment Group, took the air and gave the spectators an opportun- 
ity to view at close range these "Dealers of death and destruction", as the 
announcer fittingly called them. 
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Two freak planes had the air to themselves for a while when Al Wilson's 
1910 Curtiss pusher plane and the California Tech "flying dill pickle" - the al. 
most tailless plane with the tilting wings - entertained the crowd. 

The crowd had another thrill when the parachute jumping exhibition was 
staged. George Brink, Navy perachute jumper, narrowly escaped serious injury 
when the folds of his parachute, driven by the wind, wrapped themselves around 
him and he was unable to disentangle himself.. After hurtling toward the ground 
for approximately 1600 fect, Brink opened his auxiliary chute and landed nicely, 

Two other jumpers, W.T.Dodson and Harry Woodby, of Los Angeles, made the 
jump simultaneously with Brink, and when the latter landed he stated that he had 
not realized how far he had fallen until his chute partly unfurled from his face 
and he saw the jumpers far above him floating down through space. 

Six Marine Corps aviators participated in a race to commemorate the Air 
Corps Round-the-World Flight. It was a fifty-mile sprint, and was won by Lieut, 
Decker, who negotiated the distance in 23 minutes, 21 seconds. Four of the Worl 
Flyers were present at the Races in the persons of Capt. Lowell H. Smith, Lieuts 
Erik H. Nelson, Leslie P. Arnold and Jack Harding. 

More formation and acrobatic flying by the Navy VB-2B squadron, the planes 
of the 9lst Observation Squadron and the three Navy Sea Hawks was viewed by the 
spectators. 

The orogram of the second day of the National Air Races ended with an ex- 
hibition of fireworks and field lighting parachute flares. Al Wilson in his 
ancient plane zoomed and swooped over the grandstands with colorful rockets 
bursting on the plane's wings. His exhibition followed a demonstration of night 
lights on Mines Field. An automatic lighting system which caused the great fiel: 
to be brilliantly illuminated was turned on by the hum of an apnroaching airplan 
motor. 
The third day of the National Air Races, September 10th, was marred by an 
unfortunate accident to one of the Army's "Three Musketeers", in the person of 
Lieut. J.J. Williams, of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, Cal. His 
death marked the only fatality among the hundreds of flyers apvearing in the 
races, and proved a sad ending to an otherwise successful day, causing the some 
85,000 spectators to leave the field in a sorrowful mood. The "Three Musketeers 
Lieuts. Williams, I.A.Woodring and W.L. Cornelius, took the air shortly after 
five o'clock for the purpose of giving an exhibition of Army Pursuit acrobatic 
maneuvers in close formation in their fast little pursuit ships. 

After the completion of the formation maneuvers, Liecuts. Woodring and Cor- 
nelius climbed up to an altitude of 10,000 feet and executed a three-quarters 
outside loov in formation. Meanwhile, Lieut. Williams remained at a lower alti- 
tude and entertained the spectators with a series of solo acrobatics. As Lieuts 
Woodring and Cornelius completed their maneuver, Lieut. Williams started across 
the area in front of the grandstand flying upside dom. His engine was noticed 
to cut out, whereupon he immediately completed his roll and returned to an up- 
right position. Contrary to expectations, however, his engine did not pick up 
and, not having sufficient flying speed to effeat a safe landing, his plane de- 
scended in a flat glide, striking the ground with the wheels, which collapsed, 
resulting in a crash which caused his death. 7 

This accident was one of those queer turns of fate wherein pilots are some- 
times killed in what may be termed a minor crash, whereas in other crashes where 
the plane is reduced to a mass of wreckage pilots emerge almost unscathed. 

Lieut. Williams! comrades saw the accident that befell their leader, but 
they continued to loop and roll for many minutes thereafter. When both landed 
they showed the strain and grief they were under while carrying on above. 

The spectacular acrobatic flying of the "Three Musketeers" and the "Three 
Sea Hawks" (Lieuts. D.W. Tomlinson, A.P. Storrs and W.V. Davis, U.S.N.) was spec 
ial stuff. These six Army and Navy airmen had been well drilled in their respec: 
tive acts and they gave the public the biggest "kick" of the meet. 

The outstanding event of the day was the finish of the Class A Race, when 
more than a score of small commercial planes came roaring into the field and 
landed within a twenty minute period. Earl Rowland, tiie Kansas Flyer, who held 
the lead in the Race ever since taking off frem New York, came into the field 
and flashed across the finish line a fraction of e minute ahead of the others. 
Following him came 22 others, and two hours later the Jast racer came in, delaye 
en-route from San Diego by a forced landing due to a ba!'sy motor. - 

The cross-country racers and the acrobatic flyers at the field had to share 
honors with Colonel Lindbergh, who arrived at the ceces stortly before 10 o'cloc! 
in the morning and took his place in the judgesi stani in the afternoon. 

The day was just a continuous performence of "fancy" flying, instructive, 
beautiful and thrilling. It was "Navy Day! and the Navy planes had the biggest 
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part of the schedule to themselves. 

There was a bombing exhibition by the Marine Corps bombing planes which 
dropped small explosive bombs on a round target laid out in front of the grand 
stand. 
A spectacular demonstration of night flying by military and civilian planes 
formed the major portion of the night program. The nine big Keystone bombers | 
from Langley Field, Ya., led the demonstration. Invisible against the backgroun 
of the night except for their navigation lights,. they simulated a night bombing 
attack while traveling at a 90-mile-an-hour clip. 

Civilian pilots had their inning during the fourth day of the Races, Sep- 
tember llth. The San Francisco to Los Angeles Race was won by H.M. Myrhes; 
Charles Dycer finishing second and Jack Frye, third. Nine ships finished the 
race and they reached the field about half an hour before they were expected. 

Following the arrival of the Derby racers, Army Air Corps planes took off 
and staged a mimic warfare, six Keystone Bombers from Langley Field, Va., and 
nine Pursuit ships from the lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, being in the air 
In two V-formations, the bombers flew over the field, swung into echelon and pre 
sumably dropped bombs on enemy positions. About a thousand feet above them fle\ 
the swifter pursuit. planes, circling back and forth to hold their speed down to 
the slower pace of the bombers. And still higher, darting back and forth throu; 
the sky, flew a single observation plane, watching the entire operations. 

Three members of the First Pursuit Group, Lieuts. Frank Klein, Robert 
Schoenlein and Trevor Kenyon, leaped into the air in their pursuit planes and e: 
gaged in a mimic air battle. 

The Marine Corps staged a 50-mile race, ten laps of five miles each, con- 
fined to planes of the 8th Observation Squadron. Lieut. Woodarcyk was the winn 
by the scant margin of three seconds, his time being 23 minutes and 14 seconds, 

Five ships of the 9lst Observation Squadron, Crissy Field, geve another de: 
onstration of formation flying; the three "Sea Hawks" performed in their accus- 
tomed manner; Al Wilson and his 1910 pusher plane flopped along cheerfully about 
the sky, and the California "Dill Pickle", which looked as if it couldn't pos- 
sibly fly, actually did. 

A new and different kind of plane, silver in color, sped past the grand- 
stand at a 140-mile clip. It was E.D.Heath's "Baby Bullet", the smallest of al? 
planes. Boasting of a single wing, with a spread of 14 feet, it stands so low 
that when a crowd is around it, the plane is completely hidden. It weighs 252 
pounds and is powered with a two cylinder engine. 

Parachute jumpers furnished more thrills. There were three triple jumps, 
a big plane soaring aloft with a jumper perched on the end of each lower wing 
clinging to a strut and another in the cockpit. Two thousand feet up and, what 
appeared to be three black dots, detached themselves from the plane and started 
falling until three white bubbles blossomed out in the sky and checked their 
descent. The three jumpers timed their departure, from the plane so as to float 
dowmm in line. They landed sitting down, but it was rather windy and the chutes 
dragged them along for an uncomfortable distance. 

Volunteering to take the place of Lieut. J.J. Williams, one of the Army's 
"Three Musketeers", who died as the result of his crash on Monday, Colonel Char 
les A. Lindbergh again acted as leader of the two remaining Musketeers and went 
through a series of acrobatic maneuvers which thrilled the spectators. Th2 Fly. 
ing Colonel banked, dipped, zoomed, and led the Army men through all the regule 
feats of formation flying before returning to terra firma and receiving an ova- 
tion from the spectators. It might be stated in this connection that Lieuts. 
Cornelius and Woodring were classmates of Col. Lindbergh when the latter was 
Working for his wings at the Air Corps Training Center at San Antonio, Texas. 
Apparently there is nothing of a superstitious nature in Lindbergh's character, 
for painted in hugh numerals on the side of his dark groen pursuit plane vas 

The fifth day's program, Sept. 13th, (Lindbergh Dey) included the arrival 
contestants in four cross-country races. E.F, Pallough, piloting a Laird plane 
was the first to finish the Class B Transcontinentrl Race, after working all 
night at Yuma, Arizona, to install a Wright "Wnirivinc" engine in his ship. 

Robert W. Cantwell, in a Lockheed "Vega" pune, finished first in the Clas 
€ Race from New York, closely foilovwed by Capt. €.3.D. Collyer and Edward J. 
Brooks, the two remaining contestants in the rece. 

H.C. Lippiatt, of Los Angeles, won the Cakland to Los Angeles Class B Race 
with his Travelair plane. 

William H.E. Drury won the Canadian flight from ‘iinsdor, Ontario. 

Two races, in which Army Air Corns p:1i9%8 were the sole participants, were 
successfully run off during the cours. of tie arternyon. The first was the Jor 
L. Mitchell Trophy Race, a contest limited to members of the First Pursuit Grov 
Selfridge Field, Mich. Lieut. 3.H. Lawson, the Winner, completed the 120 mile 
Closed circuit at an average speed of 154.744 miles per hour. Lieut. W.H. 
Doolittle was second with an average speed of 154.311 m.p.h. The other entrant 
finished in the following order: 
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Third - Lievt. F.M. Robinson, 153.427 miles per hour 
Fourth - Lieyvt. J.B. Haddon, 158.041 " " " 
Fifth - Lt. Robt.Schoenloin, 153.034 " > 
Sizta - Lieut. F.¢.ire'n, A eS Un 
Seventh- Licut. Rex K.5voner, 150.92 
Fighth - Capt. V.d. Strahm, 149,33 
Ninth - Lievt. Bagen, £9.33. 
‘ Tonuth - Lievt. F.c.Klein, 245.1 

Lieut. G.R. Acheson, averaging a sveed of 139.5 miles an hour, Won the Gen- 
eral Mason M. Patrick Trophy Race over a 120 mile closed circuit, this contest 
being limited to members of the Third Attack Group at Fort Crockett, Galvesvon 
Texas. The planes flown in this first competition for the Trophy, donated dy 
the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War for aviation. asa ner- 
petueal memorial to General Patrick upon the latter's retirement as Chicel of Air 
Corps, were the standard Army Attack type, powered with Curtiss Dele engine. 
The remaining contestants in this race finished in the following order; Licuts, 
H.W.Ancerson, E.C,Robbins, Capt. Ralph H.Wooten, Lieuts. G.A.McHenry, G.H,Mac- 
nair, 0.B.George, W.W.Gross, Capt. Horece N.Heisen, Lieuts. J.G.Williams, H.N, 
.Newstrom and Major J.H.Jouett. : 

A great Crowd was on hand on the sixth day of the Races, Sept. 13th, pre- 
sumably attracted by the news that Colonel Lindbergh would again perform with 
the Army "Musketeers" and, further, to welcome art Coebel, the only romaining 
contestant in the New York - Los Angeles non-stop race. Goeoel was the only one 
to. complete the flight but was disqualified because he stopped at Prescott,Ariz, 
to refucl his plane. He made the flight across the continent in 23 hours, 51 
minutes. All the other competitors in this race were forced down because of. 
unfavorable weather conditions. 

Earl Rowland, of Wichita, Kans., officially declared the winner of the Clas 
A, New York to Los Angeles Race, won his trial heat in the Civilian Free for Atl 
50 mile Race in the fast time of 27 minutes, 20.39 seconds. He flew his Cessna 
plane, the same one in which he crossed the continent. Tex Rankin won the sec- 
ond heat in 29 minutes, 17.80 seconds. 

In the fast time of 25 minutes, 18.19 seconds, Lieut. J.L.Kane won the Arny 
Race for observation planes over a 60 mile course. 

In addition to the racing events recorded above, Col. Lindbergh and the two 
Army Musketeers, the three Navy "Sea Hawks" and other military planes "did their 
stuff", 

A demonstration of the speed with which a transport airplane, carrying five 
passengers, can unload its passengers in case of emergency in the air, using the 
Army aerial life preserver, was strikingly illustrated. The following men from 
the Parachute Department, March Field, jumped at intervals of five seconds from 
a Douglas C-l1 Transport, piloted by Lieut. J.S.Gullet; Sgt. Harlan Utterback, 
Sgt. George W. Wehling, Pvts. Frank J.Gerjola,Harry W.Booth and James Graham. 

The ball in the evening was the crowning feature of the program of the Meet 
and it was pronounced one of the most brilliant affairs ever seen in Los Angeles 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps officers in uniform lent color to the: occasion and 
decorations in the national colors added to the military atmosphere. 

Six speed races kept the spectators on their toes during the afternoon of 
Sept. 14th. The stellar performance was furnished by E.F.Heath in his "Baby 
Bullet" which flashed across the judges! stand a winner in the 50 mile contest 
for light ships. The time was 27 minutes, 1:62 seconds. 

A 50 mile race for Navy Pursuit planes was won by Lieut.J.G.Crommelin, whose 
time was 20 minutes, 18:06 seconds and average speed 147.77 miles an hour. 

A civilian Free for All Race (800 cubic inches open cockpit) for a distance 
of 75 miles, was won by E.E.Ballough in a Laird plane,his time being 33 minutes, 
52.78 seconds. _ 

The next event, a contest over a 50 mile course limited to National Guard 
officers piloting Douglas observation planes, was won by Lt. Brooks, who aver- 
aged a speed of 124.88 miles per hour, time 24 minutes, 1:27 seconds. 

The 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, staged a race all by itself as 
the last event of the afternoon, the distance being 50 miles, 5 laps around a 
10 mile course. Lt. W.J.Cornelius flashed across the line as winner of this 
contest between the Pursuiters stationed on the Pacific Coast. 

The races on Saturday, Sept. 15th, (Army Day} were attended by the greatest 
crowd ever recorded st an aeronautical enterteinment. Commercial aviation, whic 
failed to take a leading role at any time during the Meet, made a feeble bid fo 
honors, but it was soon howled down by the roaring engines of the service piiott 
dg = Sad skilled, drilled and possessing superior equipment, bore the burnt ¢ 

e work. ’ 

The Army's share in the day's program started with a formation of nine o)- 
solescent DeHaviland planes piloted by instructors and students from March Fiel¢ 
Riverside, Cal, Then followed a race between pilots of the Ylst Observation 
Squadron from Crissy Field; a formation by eight planes fron the 2d Pursuit Squi 
ron, Rockwell Field; the "Three Musketrers",led by Col.Lindbergh; a formation o! 
11 primary training planes piloted by March Field students; a:special exnibitio! 
of pursuit maneuvers by three pilots from the lst Pursuit Group,Selfridge Fie.d: 
a demonstration of attack tactics by nine attack pilots from Ft.Crockett,Texas; 
‘three of March Field's crack parachute jumpers,St .Set.Utterback,Pvis.Graham and 
Booth, demonstrated a formation triple parachute Jump, leaping simultaneously 
from three observation planes flying py aioe formations they sate om Sie 
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mation, forming a perfect triangle and finally, a mass formation of. all types of 
Army planes participating in tne Air Races, except the bombing planes. 

fn the 91st Observation Squadron Race, Lt. R.J.Little experienced some dif- 
ficulty when his motor cut out. “He managed to land on the field just in time. 
Lieut. F.H.Barber won the contest with an average speed for 100 miles of 127.49 
m.p.h. 

. An innovation in flying above the heads of the assemblage was the "Lufberry 
Circle" of eight planes of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, while Col. Lindbergh and 
Lieuts. Woodring and Cornelius put on their act. The pursuit shins, separated 
by about 50 feet and banked over for circle flying, apparently chased each other 
around a huge circle, keeping it geometrically perfect and producing a mighty 
roar that set the crowd wild. The "Three Musketeers" had a new addition to thei: 
act in the form of a diving attack from three directions, culminating at one 
point in such a fashion that it looked like a wholesale collision right in the 
center of the field. 

The Navy's "Three Sea Hawks" dashed onto the stage in a wnique fashion. 
Lieut. D.W.Tomlinson, leader of the formation, possesses an ancient "Jenny" whic’ 
he flies off duty. This old craft was seen florping onto the field. It rolled 
up in-front of the grandstand close to the three Boeing fighters which were wait- 
ing for their masters. Out of the "Jenny" jumped the three "hawks" and they 
rushed at full speed for their ships and in a flash they were off. 

The first race, limited to civilian pilots, was a free-for-all event open 
to all types of planes with engines of 510 cubic inch displacement or less. It 
was for 50 miles and the first prize was $1,200. Earl Rowland won this contest 
with an average speed of 111.74 miles per hour. 

Then there was a free-for-all for planes with engines of 220 h.p. or less. 

This was won from the speed standpoint by L.A.Schoenair in a Buehle airsedar 
who averaged 118.79 miles per hour. 

The unlimited all-civilian contest for the air transport speed and efficien- 
ey bial ar offered by the Detroit News, caused special interest owing to the pres 
ence of Art Goebel. The latter, however, did not win, first honors going to Rob- 
ert W. Cantwell, who, piloting a Lockheed "Vega" with a Wasp 425 h.p. engine, 
averaged 140.30 miles an hour over the 50 mile course. 

Col. Lindbergh came across with another surprise, demonstrating his versa-— 
tility by proving that Al Wilson was not the only one who could fly the old 1910 
pusher plane. The Colohel contented himself with flying absolutely level and 
chasing a formation of three pursuit ships, although it wasn't much of a chase -. 
more like the tortoise chasing a hare, 

As the shades of night descended on Mines Field,Sgt.George W.Wehling, of 
March Field, won the precision parachute jumping contest, a closed event to mem- 
bers of the Army, Navy and Marine Corps. The Army Parachute Jumping Team from 
the Parachute Department of March Field won three of the four places in the 
three day precision jumping contest. This team consisted of Steff Sget.Harlan 
Utterback, Sgt.Wehling, Pvts.F.G.G.Garjola, H.W.Booth and ¥.A.Graham. 

Sgt. Wehling won first vlace by landing within a 100 foot circle on each of 
the three days. The jumps were made from 1500 ft. altitude from a Douglas C-1l 
Transport plane. On the last day of the contest Sgt. Wehling thrilled the spec- 
tators by descending within 14 feet of the center of the circle. Third and 
fourth places in this contest were won by Pvt.Garjola and Sgt.Utterback, respect- 
ively. 

According to press reports, the fiial day of the Meet broke all previous 
records in attendance and assured its financial success beyond all question. 

One feature was the Navy free-for-all pursuit plane race, in which the new Boein, 
so, agaeacag Single seater fighter was entered. Lt. Thomas P.Jeter,U.S.N.,its 
pilot, was the winner, covering the 60 mile course at an average speed of 172.26 
m.p.h. This plane was later entered in an altitude race to 10,000 feet in compe- 
tition with Standerd Curtiss and Boeing single seaters and won hands dow. 

The Army Air Corps participated in several events in the last day's program, 
viz:- formation and battle maneuvers by the 95th Pursuit Squadron,led by the 
"Three Musketeers"; maneuvers by the lst Pursuit Group, a demonstration of At- 
tack Maneuvers by the Third Attack Group and the Parachute Jumping Contest, pre- 
viously mentioned. 

Next on the program was en innocent looking contest celled "deed stick land- 
ing". This required the competing civilien pilots oat 1,500 feet altitude to cut 
the engine entirely, make a complete circle and land his plane to a mark on the 
field. The verious pilots maneuvered their planes for a Tanding close to the 
mark as skillfully as though they had 1,000 h.p. in reserve. The winning plane, 
an Aeromarine, low wing, plywood thonoplane, resembles a miniature edition of a 
Junkers. Of German design, it embodies aerodynamic qualitics which give it com- 
trollability at stalling speed. It flies like a seagull and at times appears to 
Stand still in the air, especially in the face of a breeze. Owing to its extrem 
controllability at slow speeds, this monoplane maneuvered up to within four feet 
of the mark and won the contest. 

The Army's participation in the National Races was under the supervision of 
Maj. H.B.Clagett,Air Officer of the 9th Air Corps Area. Capt.A.W.Brock was the 
ade gga Lt.Russell L.Maughn,ngineer Officer and Lt. 0.K.Robbins, 


Jute lend, Ohio, will be the scene of the National Air Races next year, of- 
ficials of the National Aeronautic Association, which sponsors this annual clas- 
8ic, having decided that the time is again ripe for the Middle West to take its 
turn in staging same. 
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“EMERGENCY LIFE-SAVING PARACHUTE JUMPS EXCEED THE CENTURY MARK 


Since the article in the News Letter of J u Ly o%th, wherein it was stated 
that 87 candidates had been initiated into the Caterpillar Club and that a total 
of 92 jumps had been made (five being repeaters), seven more jumps have been 
made,as follows: 





Date Name Place 

June 18th Flying Cadet William R. Shephard Warch Field, Calif. 
July 19th Flight Lieut. E.E. Ewen, U.S. Navy Pensacola, Fla. 
Mugust 15th Flying Cadet William J. Croswell Kelly Field, Texas. 
August 9th Lieut. B. E. Gates, Air Corps Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
dugust 13th Flying Cadet Raymond L. Winn March Field, Calif. 
Sept. 14th Flying Cadet Sheldon C. Yoder Kelly Field, Texas. 
Bapti .25th Lieut. Roger V. Williams San Diego, Calif. 


A reader of the News Letter, noting the last compilation of members affiliat 
ed with the Caterpillar Club, directed attention to the disastrous accident in 
Chicago a little before five o'clock on the afternoon of July 21, 1919, when the 
Goodyear dirigible balloon "The Wing-Foot Express" burst into flames, fell and 
crashed through the skylight of the Illinois Trust and Savings Bank. The kind- 
ness of the Chicago "Herald and Examiner" made it possible to obtain a full ac- 
count of this accident which resulted in 13 persons losing their lives. Ten were 
employees of the bank at work at the time of the accident, two were passengers 
and one a mechanic in the dirigible. 

The airship, making its maiden flight, had been cruising for about 45 min- 
utes over the downtown section of Chicago at an altitude of about 1200 feet when 
the accident occurred. According to the report, all of the occupants of the 
airship had parachutes. Immediately after the airship caught fire, John Boettner 
the pilot, jumped with his parachute and landed on a roof, escaping with slight 
injuries. Henry Wacker, Chief Mechanic, suffered a broken back while descending 
in a flaming parac'mte. Altogether there were five occupants in the airship, the 

ilot, two mechanics and two passengers. One passenger had both legs broken when 
Rescending with his parachute, which was also on fire, and died the following 
day. The remaining passenger and mechanic died in the crash on the bank roof, 
being unable to use their parachutes in getting away from the airship. 

In the News Letter of July 27, it was stated that the first time an Army 
paracmte was utilized in this country in the extreme emergency was on August 
24, 1920, by Mr. William O'Connor, who in making a premediated jump was forced t: 
use the Army chute when his own, a privately mamifactured one, failed to functio: 
It is doubtful if any justification exists for amending this statement, since it 
is not known whether Messrs. Boettner and Wacker used the Army type parachute. 
At any rate, these two gentlemen enjoy the distinction of being the first to use 
the parachute as a means of reaching the ground alive after being forced to leaw 
a disabled aircraft during flight. 

Adding the names of Messrs. Boettner and Wacker to the seven new candidates 
above recorded makes the score at this writing 96 members and 101 emergency life- 
saving jumps. 

Sometime ago the Irving Air Chute Co., Inc., of Buffalo, N.Y., furnished the 
Information Division of the Air Corps with the names of nine airmen of foreign 
countries who saved their lives through the medium of the paracmte. Just re- 
cently this concern furnished seven additional names, and stated that it has 
authentic advices on the saving of an additional flyer in Poland and two in Japa: 
promising to furnish these names as soon as obtained. Trom this it would seem 
that, aS far as available information shows, a total of 115 airmen owe their 
lives to the parachute. 

The list of foreign airmen who have to date made emergency parachute jumps 
follows: 


June , 1926 Tentland Pilot Officer, RAF London, Eng. 
July 6, 1926 E.R.C. Scholefield Civilian Weybridge, ng. 
July 29, 1926 H.C. Steanes Sergeant, RAT Andover, Eng. 
July 29, 1926 W.J. Frost Sergeant, RAF Andover, Eng. 
dug. 4, 1926 Nils Soderburg Lt. Swedish RAF Malmslatt , Sweder: 
April 12, 1927 Augustin Juisto Minister of War La Rioha,Argen'e 
April 22, 1927 David Gregg, DFC Flt. Lieut. RAF Chelsham, Eng. 
May 25, 1927 Tuttle ; Flying Officer RAF Hendon, Eng. 
June 30, 1927 Bjarkow, Lieut. Danish Air Force Copenhagen, 


Feb. 17, 1928 Leonard A. Walsh Flying Officer RAF . Folkstone, Eng. 
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April 3, 1928 V. 0. iyre Flying Officer RAF North Weald, Eng. 


April 7, 1928 Trout Pilot Set. RAF Brentwood, Eng. 
May 30, 1928 Antoni» Jordan Pilot Officer, A.F.- Torun, Poland 
June 21, 1928 Henryk Pawlicki Pilot Officer, A.F. Torun, Poland 
July 14, 1928 B.A. Sjoby Lieut. Swedish RAF Malmslatt, Sweden 
August 16, 1928 leslie C. Bennett Flyine Officer, RAF London, ing. 


Re norts have been received from several] of the newer members of the 
Caterpillar Club, recounting their experiences, and because such rezorts are 
always interesting as well as instructive, same are quoted below, as follows; 

CADWT CROSWELL. On August 3, 1928, Cadet Dawson was assigned as pilot 
of NBS-1 No. 145 and I was assigned as passenger to fly No. 2 position of a 
3-ship "V" type formation. We took off at 9:00 a.m. and had teen flying just 
about an hour - Dawson doing splendid work - when the formation leader had head- 
ed for Kelly Field from a point avout 7 miles Northwest. The leader gave his 


-goom indicating a lancing: and Dawson had followed nim through on the zoom. 


Ajout 3 seconds after we had resumed straight and level flight, the ship sudden- 
ly nosed dovm in a vertical dive without any apparent provocation at all. The 
sudden dive was of such a nature to throw us a few inches from our seats. I put 
my hand upon the windshield to aid me in getting settlea in my seat again. I 
looked at Dawson and caught his eye. There was an alarmed look on his face so I 
understood that he had no part in causing the ship to nose over. I watched him 
for a few secorids and he worked his controls frantically in an effort to right 
the ship. The moving of the controls had no effect whatever on the ship - it 
contimed in its' dive - the controls worked as easily as tho the ship were 


' parked on the ground. Again I caught Dawson's eye, andi in that look.there was 


a mtual understanding that we would leave the slip. We had lost about 500 feet 


by this time, I estimate. | 


We both started to leave the coclpit at the same time. I had the intention 
of climbing back thru the opening between the fuselage, the left motor, the 
horizontal motor bracings, and the top wing, and I believe Dawson had the same 
intention with respect to the right side. I was not particularly alarmed. I 
seemed to know instinctively that I was going to escape unscathed. 

As I rose from the cockpit, the blast of air over the windshield hit me and 
blew me back against the brace wires of the catwalk. I used my hand to work my- 
self around and thru the wires, and while I was still entangled in these first 
brace wires, I caught a ¢limpse of the cocltpit and saw that it was erpty. An 
instant later I saw a streaming white object trailing bDehinc the ship and I real- 
ized that this was Dawson's parachute opening and thought that he had gotten 
clear of the ship. I then put my right hand on my rip cord and held it. 

By the time that this series of events happened in rapid sequence, I was 
free of the front wires. I was blown back against the rear wires. I used my 
left hand to free myself of these wires, and it felt, when I was free, that I 
was pulled off into space which was due to the fact that the ship was falling 
faster than I was. I saw this as soon as I was free - the ship vas traveling 
about 20 miles per hour faster than myself, so I waited until the tail surface 
had passed me. I pulled the rip cord with all my strength and waited, still 
watching the ship which was pulling away from me slowly. I mst have fallen 
about 100 feet between the time that I pulled the rip cord and the time that I 
felt the jerk of the chute opening. During this time, I had a distinct sensa- 
tion of falling which sensation I had always hearc was absent in falling thru 
the air. Just after the jerk of the opening chute and Lefore I could orient ny- 
self with resnect to the horizon, I heard the crash of the ship. When I could 
locate myself, I looked down and saw the ship and ismediately thought of fire, 
and for an instant watched to see if it would breek out, but it did not. 

I then saw that I was about 100 feet above the ground and traveling away 
from the ship with the wind at about 20 miles per hour. I was oscillating and 


‘would apparently land on my left side, so I svung myself around to land facing 


the direction of my wind travel. 

I Landed swinging down from an oscillation and fell over on my right 
Shoulder about 100 yards from the crash. -I exporienced no pain or discomfort 
from my landing. I ran to collapse my chute. This done, I looked up with the 
expectation of seeing Dawson comings dorm above me.: I did not see him above, so 
I scanned the horizon, then I saw a farmer running toward me. I asked him where 
the other fellow had landed. He told me that I was the only one who had jumped. 
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I gave him my parachute and we both ran over to the ship. We were the first to 
arrive. From the angle that I apnroached the ship, I could see nothing of Dawson 
I ran around the wreckage and there he was laying on top. <A glimpse showed that 
there was no hope. I turned away trying to decide whether to pull his body from 
the wreckage or to leave it uutil someone came to investigate. I decided on the 
latter course, so I toox oae more lowk to make sure that he could not be alive, 
then covered his body with my narachate. 

I sont the farmer to call up Feliy Field and report that Dawson had been 
killed and that I had gotten out alive. 

When we went into the dive, the engines were running at about 1550 RPM. 
Dawson did not cut them and I attribute the fact that the ship pullcd away from 
me before I pulled my rip cord to the added velocity given the ship by the 
engines. 

My first conscious thought after my chute opened was, "how lucky I am." 
Everything else I experienced in the way of thought, feeling, or reaction was, I 
believe, subconscious. I was not very mich excited; my nerves were, to my best 
knowledge, in excellent condition, but I was filled with horror and grief at the 
sight of Dawson's body in the wreckage. He was a good friend and I did not be- 
lieve that he had gone down with the phy until I saw him. 

LIEUT. LAWRENCE J. CARR. A omine safety belt was the cause of Licut. 
Carr being initiated into the Caterpillar Club. He was piloting a PW-9 Pursuit 
plane approximately two miles north of Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I., at 
a speed of about 120 miles per hour and started an aileron roll at about 2,000 
feet altitude. The roll was half completed and the ship was on its back when 
the safety belt broke and allowed the pilot to be dropped out of the plane. "I 
intended to stay on my back for a time and then complete the roll," Lieut. Carr 
stated in his report, "I had just decided to finish the maneuver when I felt 
mysclf being shot out of the plane and I found myself in the air. I pulled my 
rip cord and the chute seemed to open immediately. I could hear the ship howlin; 
and then I heard a crash. I didn't seem to be coming down very fast and hardly 
drifting at all. I landed in a pile of soft sand in a dry river bed just north 
of the field. No ill effects or injury were sustained from the jump. 

LIEUT. 3B.E. GATES was ferrying an X0-13 plane with a V-1570 motor from the 
Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot to Mitchcl Field, via Bolling Field. While "dozing" 
along at 3,000 fcet over Elkins, West Va., he heard a loud revort from the 
motor, followed by considerable smoke. He did exactly as any of us who have 
flown over that country would do - went over the side and pulled the paracimte 
rip cord. He came down in a beautiful blackberry patch where he wallowed around 
trying to rid himself of the life-saving chute, which by now was an encumbrance. 
After several hours of intensive Boy Scout training, he reached a clearing and 
human heln, the latter being a duplicate of the sunporting cast for Bas#y and 
Hatton in the movie "The Big Killing." 

Lieut. Gates enlisted their aid in a search for the plane and the abandone¢ 
parachute. Skilled mountaineers as they were, and spurred on by a private re- 
ward of $10.00 offered for the discovery of tho wreck, it was three days before 
it was found, a jumbled mass of wreckage, containing the remains of the pilot's 
uniform and "civies", and other personal effects. 

CADET WM. R. SHEPHARD, while on a cross-country trip from March Field, 
ran into foggy weather. "After passing through a mimber of fog banks, lasting 
only a very few seconds," he said, "I finally entered one which lasted several 
mimites. While looking closely for some view of the ground, unlmowingly I let 
my ship nose down anc gather quite a bit of speed, as shown by my air speed 
indicator. This would have brought me to the ground had I not been in a canyon, 
as indicated by dark places showing up in the fog which I considered tops of 
mountains. After banking to avoid four or five of these peals and stalling ny 
plane trying to get above them I decided that I could not dodge them very long 
before I would crash. So considering a jump my only hope to escape, I jumped 
and landed in San Juan Canyon, six miles northeast of Capistrano." 

CADET R.L. WINN, piloting a DH-4MIT plane on a training mission, went into 
a spin from a wingover at 3,000 feet altitude. "I tried cvery means to get thir 
ship out of the spin," said Cadet Winn, "but was unable to do so. Do not kmow 
cause of ship failing to respond to the controls. I left the ship while still 
spinning at an estimated altitude of between 150 and 200 feet." 
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COLOVEL LINDBERGH'S AIDE LEARNS TO COOK 


According to the News Letter Correspondent from France Field, the latest 
recruit for the: Domestic Science Course is lst Lieut. Robert W. Douglass, Jr., 
the well known aide to Colonel Lindbergh. He is now prepared to cook short- 
order meals while en route on any cross-country flight. A special stove is 
being designed for installation in PW-9 airvlanes. "It is believed," the Cor- 
respondent states, "that this will successfully solve the problem of long dis- 
tance flying and keep the pilot occupied so that he will not have time to think 
about engine trouble. No one has succeeded in tasting any of the dclicacics 


‘prepared by Lieut. Douglass, but we all feel assured that his recipes will be 


mich in demand wherever he foes." 
‘ ---000--- 


x 


BROOKS FIELD MEN ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT PARACHUTE JUMPING 
Word from the Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, con- 
veys the information that there are on file in the parachute department at that 
field 49 applications from.enlisted men requesting permission to make a parachutc 
jump. A considerable number of jumps has already been made at Brooks Field, 
usually seven at a time from planes flying in formation. 
; ---000--- 


AIRSHIPS PERFORM SIMULATED NIGHT BOMBING MISSION 


Two of the TC type airships at Scott Field, I11., were recently sent ona 
simlated night bombing mission to Louisville, Ky. Shortly after departure, 
heavy cumlus clouds began to pile up in the vicinity of Scott Field, and during 
the night the area around the field was swent with several severe thunderstorms. 
One in particular did considerable damage when it centered over the field with a 
violent electrical display. Two of the bolts struck two of the transformers at 
the north end-of the reservation and buried thom out. It was noon before the 
power was again entering the ficld. 

The pilots of the airships, Captain Wm. 0. Butler ard Lieut. Wm. R.° 
Turnbull, reported that storms occurred around them during their flight to 
Louisville, but they were fortunate in not directly encountering any until just 
before they arrived at their objective. They: contimed on their course and ar- 
rived over Louisville at 11:00 p.m., staying over tho town for three quarters of 
an hour. During the return journey a severe storm was ercountered about 80 
miles east of Scott Field. Although the airmen tried to get around it, they 
found it impossible to do so without adding several hours to their return trip. 
They finally decided to try and fly through.it and, judging the position of the 
more violent areas of the storm by the intensity of the meteorological dis- 
turbances encountered, succeeded in striking clear sky in about 30 minutes, with 
the storm behind them. 

The rest of the trip was uneventful except for the strong head winds that 
held them back. In every way the mission was considered a success. 

---000--- 


"SERVICE" FOR VISTTING PILOTS AT KELLY FIELD 


The 68th Service Squadron, Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, which has a 
total of 9 airplanes, consisting of 4 DH4-M2's, one DH4-Me-P, one XA-1 Ambulance 
plane, one C-1 and one C-1C transport plane, maintains a flight section and the 
visiting ship hangars, in addition to the usual engineering departments peculiar 
to a service squadron. These departments comprise an Aero Repair, Engine 
Storage, Machine Shop, Blacksmith and Welding Shon, Dope and Paint Shop, Carpen- 
ter Shop, and a Salvage and Reclamation department. Am emergency crew of ten 
enlisted men is maintained on duty at all times at Visiting Ship Hangar No. 6, 
where visiting pilots and passengers are always roceived in a cordial manner 
and the ver$ best service possible rendered, wnetner it be changing a spark plug 
or overhauling the complete plane and engine. ficilied mechonics are to be had 
at all hours. Locker facilities for bagrage and ynarachutes are available, and 
bathing facilities are now in process of installation. 
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SECRETARY OF WAR VISITS LUKE FIELD 


The Hon. Dwight F. Davis, Secretary of War, visited Iuke Field, Hawaii, 
on August 14th last. When the Secretary arrived in Honolulu harbor the day 
before on the battleship "Pennsylvania", every available plane, not only from 
Iuke Field but also from Wheeler Field and the Naval Air Station at Pearl 
Harbor, took part in an aerial show in his honor. The following morning at 
about nine o'clock he arrived at Iuke Field on the barge of Admiral Marvel 
and was met by Major P.E. Van Nostrand, Commanding Officer of the Sth Compasite 
Group, who escorted him on a tour of the hangars and barracks. Altogether he 
was on the field about an hour before leaving for Schofield Barracks. Officers 
of the field indicated that the Secretary had found things in general pleasing, 
and highly complimented the personnel on their apparent efficiency. 

---000--- 


TWO VARIETIES OF SKY PILOTS FLY AT LUKE FIEUD 


Eleven Army Chaplains were recently given a flight at Iuke Field, H.T., 
when they were guests of Chaplain H.A. Rinard. Master Sgt. Ertwine, who piloted 
the Douglas Transport, rencrted that most of the Chaplains enjoyed the trip, 
evidencing few symptoms of sickness from the motion of the ship. The flying 
parsons were E.J. Griffin, E.E. Lane, D.H. Hockman and S.0. Wright of the 
Honolulu Sector, and C.0. Purdy, J.G. Martin, E.R. Martin, E. Burling, C.R. 
Watkins, A.L. Evans and J.B. Webster of the Schofield Sector. 

---000--- 


EMERGENCY TREATMENT OF CRASH VICTIMS 
By the Kelly Field Correspondent 


From time to time at-.the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, the airplane ambulance contimes to be called upon to bring crash victims 
to the Base Hospital at Fort Sam Houston. In at least one case during the past 
year the ambulance saved life through the speed with which transportation of the 
. injured personnel waseffected. In several cases the recovery of the individuals 
was materially assisted by the rapidity with which medical attention was © 
obtained. : 

When a crash in the vicinity of San Antonio occurs, it is usually some con- 
siderable time - from the standpoint of the duffering of the individual - before 
word of the accident reaches Kelly Field. This, usually, is due to the fact 
that the crash is ordinarily seen and reported by a farmer, who does not know 
the routine of the procedure necessary to get in touch with the Operations 
Officer of the station to which the plane belongs. In several cases an hour 
has elapsed before word came in. 

The Operations Officer, immediately upon receiving word of the crash, its 
location, and any other information that may be available, telephones the 
ambulance pilot, who is constantly on the alert. While the pilot is warming up 
his motor, the Operations Officer notifies the hospital, assisted in getting an 
immediate connection by means of a special telephone line that is used for re- 
porting crashes only. The medical officer, who has his flying equipment and 
medical supplies constantly in readiness for emergency, rushes to the ambulance, 
getting there usually before tho plane is ready to take off. 

The emergency medical equipment taken by the medical officer to the scene 
of the crash is as follows: 

a A crash bag containing - 

Picric acid 1% 500 c.c. 
Iodine Tr. 250 cc. 
Triangle bandages (slings) 3. 
Adhesive roll (wide 2" to 3"). 
Muslin bandages, 6. 
Front line dressings, No. 1 red, 4. 
Gauze bandages, 8. 
Cotton, absorbent, 1 lb. 
Gauze, 4" x 4", 1 package. 
Tourniquet, 1. 
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Wrlint them ‘there they lie!" 
It is needless to sta a5 tant eplinting, if necessary, is done where the 


i. patient is found.. The hurryins of seriously injured crash victims to the hosnit 


al before this is ddne’is daugerous; any ‘mevement of a comoound leg or arm frac- 


-,tare before it has been yroverly snlinted-is lioble to increase the shock and 


lessens the chances of. recovery by as much as fiftz percent. The layman is just 


-$ied- in. removing the victim fron the week and placing him in a prone position 


that. will allow him as mich comfort as possible; but beyond that he should do 
nothing. until medical attention penn ths which - after notification of the crash 
has reached Kelly Field - is a matter of. mimmtes. 
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GOAT RELILVES GAT AS SQUADRON. MASCOT 


-Accorcing to the News Letter Corresoondent from Iuke Field, T.H., the 23rd 


‘Bombardment Socuadron has gone in strong for mascots. "Tiger," an aged cat, who 


it is repu ted: came to Oahu with the Squadron from larch Field in 1922, recently 


“received considerable puolicity in a Honolulu naper as the only flying cat in 


the Air Corps. He had: his victure in the paper aad everything. Since then he 
has been cared for so gently that he has become insufrerably lazy and "high hat. 
He has developed into the world's chaimion feline suob. ‘This did not sit so wel 
with some of the boys, so while on their recent sumer camp they captured the ki 
of a mountain goat. 

Sergeant litzpatrick demonstrated his ability as a wet nurse to infant goat 
and was unanimously elocted to the job. At this writirg the infant is only abov 
four weeks old, but haa already deionstrated ibs inherent attributes by chewing 
everything within reach. It is exnected that oy the time he is weaned from the 
bottle he will be able to keep the area noliced of ell tin cans and other refuse 
Lieut. A:H. Foster, who was in comaani of the Sqradron, formally christened ag 
"Steve", a quart bottle of milk being used in the cerenony. Incidentally, h 
has had his first flight, and the men claim him to te the only flying goat in 
captivity. ---00o--- 


FRAWCS FILLD VERY MUCH OW THE JOB 


It is surprising to find the nunber_ of things ‘oastelh can be crorded into 
one short year, especially at,an Air Corps station in a foreign country where 
nothing of importance is supnosed to hapyen, but this was disproved during the 
past fiscal year. The News Letter Corresiondent directs attention to the fol- 
lowing | extract from the Auma} Activities Renort: 

“The fliers ‘at Fraace Field flew over ‘7,000 hours with the few airplanes as- 
signed to this station. Most of it was combined training with other arms such 
as Anti-Aircraft, Tow Target, Tracking, Infantry Litison, Contact, Coast Artil- 
lery and Field Artillery Adjustment, and’ immcrous other tactical sroblems. Also 
in addition to this, apnroximately 2,000 heurs were consuned in: patra | 
flying to the outlying airdromes in the interior. 

In addition to the flyinc, arrangenients for and the handling of. the flights 
of Colonel Lindbergh; Costes and LeBrix, the French fliers; the Dirigible "Los 
Angeles"; the flight of the Assistant Secretary of War for Aeronautics and the 
Chief of Air Corps, and the flight of two PWS-C's from Panama to Washington were 
taken care of by France Field personne shty “ee 
ne are oe Pee ; “at 

Complying with request of a representative-of-the Department of Agriculture 
a Fokker C-2 Transport, assigned to the 18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, 
Schofield Barracks, T.H., was recently utilized: in sowing, from the air approxi- 
mately 350 pounds of seed in an area of about 44 square miles, above the fire 
trails, in the vicinity of Schofield Barracks. 
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INFORMATION CONCERNING FRANCE FIELD 


Officers, and Non-commissioned Officers and their families, reporting at 
Frerce Field, Panama Canal Zone, will be met at the dock, transported to the 
field, and all baggage taken care of by a representative thereof. All baggage 
is subject to inspection by the Customs officers, and each individual must clear 
his baggage before giving the baggage checks to the Field Representative. Radi, 
notification will not be necessary if voyage is made on government transport, 
bit is advisable if on a commercial boat. 

BAGGAGE: All baggage will be delivered to quarters on the day of arrival. 
Household goods will be delivered as soon as possible after being unloaded. 

LOCATION: France Field is located about 34 miles from the docks at Cris- 
tobal. Cristobal is of approximately 1500 population and is a ten minutes! 
ride from the field by the Panama Railroad. An excellent concrete road is avail. 
able for motor transportation. 

POST OFFICE: The proper address for all mail and shipments for this sta- 
tion is , "France Field, Ganal Zone." 

MESSING: There is no Officers! Mess, but there is a Bachelor Officers! 
Mess, the members of which are very glad to extend mess privileges to any fam- 
ilies who arrive on the post, until they secure the necessary equipment and 
provisions to begin housekeeping. 

SHOPPING AND MARKETING: A well equipped commissary is maintained, and 
privileges are extended to members of the post by the Naval Air Station at 
Coco Solo, Canal Zone, approximately one mile from France Field. The Panama 
Canal Commissary also carries a complete line of provisions, household equip- 
ment and a moderate selection of ladies' and children's clothing. Fresh eggs, 
meats, vegetables and fruits are always in stock, and pasteurized milk for 
children can be hed on a physician's certificate. There are Chinese gardens 
in the vicinity ard e good variety of vegetables can be had from them at reason- 
able prices. 

SERVANTS: Colored servants are available, but they are not efficient. 
There is no such thing as "trained help". There are limited facilities for 
quartering them on the post. a 

LAUNDRY:* Practically all laundry of officers and their families is done 
by laundresses on the pcst, but there is a good steam laundry in Colon. — 

BANKS: Banking facilities are available. There are branches of the Chase 
National, and National City Bank of New York. Many have found it desirable to 
keep a small accovns in the States to cover purckases made there. 

SCHOOLS: Children can attend school in Cristobal. The France Field Post 
Exchange maintains a bus, which carries them to and from school at nominal rate: 

HOSPITALS: Hospitals are excellent, but officers! families must pay for 
all services, including room, cost of operation, medicine, food, etc. — 

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT: Officers should, if possible, leave all woolen 
uniforms and clothing in the States. Practically all uniforms and equipment 
can be purchased here. Khaki and white are easily procured and the services 
of native tailors are available. The ordinary yellow khaki worn in the States 
is not official here, and officers are required to have uniforms made of a 
green khaki. Generally speaking, officers will find that the proper clothing, 
ornaments and insignia can be secured in the Canal Zone as easily as in the 
States, and in many instances, much cheaper. 

FURNISHINGS AND QUARTERS: It is recommended that married officers be pre~- 
pared to purchase a living room set of wicker as it is more practical for the 
tropics. Short nap woolen or grass rugs are preferable to the heavier grades 
on account of the moths and mildew. Valuable paintings, photographs and leath- 
er bound books should be storeé in the States. Silver tarnishes but does not 
deteriorate if kept clean. There are dry closets in all quarters. Twenty- 
five cycle, 110 volt alternating current is furnished. Any electrical equip- 
ment having 60 cycle motors cannot be changed here: however, electric perco- 
lators, grills, stoves, toasters, irons, sewing machines and sweepers should 
te brought, as they work satisfactorily and are needed. Silk and satins de-— 
teriorate rapidly and furs are hard to preserve, Ordinary summer clothing is 
what is required, 

The quarters here are very good, but there are not enough of them, and, 
in order to avoid too much ranking out and unnecessary moving, quarters are 


assigned to the Lieutenants who have been here the longest. This policy in- 
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sures a reasonable degree of permanency, once an officer is settled. Quarters 


in Colon and Cristobal are very hard to find, and are not good, even when obtain- 
ed. 

If you have a good radio set, bring it. There are sets in operation here 
and, although radio reception dur ing the rainy season is not as good as in the 
States, practically all the eastern, middle western and some western stations 
ean be heard. 

CIVILIAN CLOTHING: Civilian clothing cannot be worn on the Canal Zone or 
in the Republic of Panama, except when going on or returning from leave, but is 
obligatory when visiting foreign countries. Tailors are available and tailored 
civilian clothing can be purchased to advantage here. If trips to Central and 
South America are contemplated, light weight suits will be suitable and should 
be brought, but it is advisable not to bring more than one good civilian suit, 
which, as stated above, can be worn only while on leave. Shoes are hard to 
obtain only in the odd sizes. | 

RECREATION: The principal forms of recreation are golf, swimming, boating, 
fishing, basketball, handball and tennis, and some hunting and horseback riding. 
Necessary equipment can be purchased here, the cost being approximately the same 
as in the States. For fishing, salt water and tarpon tackle is used, as other 
tackle is too light. 

CLIMATZ: The temperature varies from 76 degrees (minimum) to 86 degrees 
(maximum). During the rainy season, May to December, there is a gentle breeze 
practically all the time. During the dry season, January to May, a ten to twen- 
ty mile northeast wind is in evidence at all times. 

Those with children should feel no apprehension in bringing them to the 
tropics. Competent medical authorities state that until children reach the 
age of 8 or 10 years, they have many advantages, and no disadvantages over those 
in the States. 

It is advisable that dogs be left in the States. The climate here does not 
seem to agree With redigreed dogs. It is also desired to call attention to the 
fact that dogs are tot allowed on Army Transports and it would be necessary, 
therefore, to ship them by commercial liner. 

Duty hours are short, but intensive and the professional advantages to Air 
Corps Officers, ambitious to perfect themselves in their chosen work, are 
enormous. Endeavor is made to enable officers to learn the duties and tactical. 
operation of all the various phases of Air Corps work. All other branches of 
the service, excepting Cavalry, are stationed on the Zone and combined exercises 
are held weekly. 





~--000-~-= 
BURIALIOFLIMUT: JOHN J, WILLIAMS 


' Lieut. John J. Williams, 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, 
Seeder of the Army's famous "Three Muskeseers", was laid to rest in the Fair- 
haven Cemetery, Senta Ana, California, on the afternoon of September 17th. 
Lieut. Williams met his death while demonstrating pursuit maneuvers at the 
National Air Races, Mines Field, Los Angeles, September 10th. 

Dignity and simplicity marked the services at the Santa Ana Chapel. Rever- 
end Moffett Rhodes officiated, and stressed the outstanding virtues of the de- 
parted flyer -- friendliness, leadership and the ability to win and hold the © 
sincere respect and admiration of all with whom he came in contact; men of rank, 
and men who received orders from him. 

Testimony to the esteem in which Lieut. Williams was held by the enlisted’ 
men of the service was a large floral piece from the enlisted men of the Ninety- 
fifth Pursuit Squadron. Two distinct designs occupied conspicuous places among 
the floral offerings, one from the officers of the Ninety-fifth Pursuit Squadror. 
and one from the officers of Rockwell Field. 

Lieuts. Strickland, Gregg, Hopkins, Meadow, Ives and Mallory were pal: 
bearers. Droning a requiem in the sky, Lieuts. Cornelius, Woodring and R.Y. 
Williams, led by Colonel Lindbergh, flew én a four-ship formation over Santa Ana 
and the Fairhaven cemetery during the entire service. As "Taps" was being 
Sounded, the four planes flew low over Lieut. Williams! resting place and paid 


.& last loving farewell. 


Brief Masonic services, rendered by fellow lodge members of the Order, 
preceded the military ceremonies. 

The entire city of Santa Ana joined in the last tribute to the dead Air 
Corps Officer. A vast concourse of citizens of that city and neighboring toms 
thronged the sidewalks near the funeral chapel and along the line of march cf 
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AIRMEN IN PHILIPPINES. EXPERIENCE STRENUOUS CROSS-COUNTRY TRIP 


Marooned on a lonely beach in the Philippines, their two Amphibian planes 
disabled by an unusually rough surf, Army airmen from Kindley Field spent two 
rather uncomfortable days in the. midst of a continuous downpour of rain, wait- 
ing for a boat to rescue them. 

Two Amphibians from Flight "A", ed Observation Squadron, recently left 
Kindley Field at 7:00 AM., for Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., preparatory to a 
flight to Mindoro. The pilots were Lieuts. Meloy and Dunlap, with Sergeants 
Cox and Dooney as mechanicians. The News Letter Correspondent goes on with the 
story, as follows: 

"We landed at Camp Nichols at 7:22 A.M. to pick up Capt. Stecker, Q..M. ¢,, 
who Was to accompany us to San Jose, where a survey of proposed landing field 
was to be made. Left Camp Nichols at 8:10 A.M. and headed south. This being 
the rainy season, one would hardly have called weather conditions propitious. 
Lew hanging clouds almost completely obliterated Mindoro, so that cur route had 
to be along the coast line. 

"Aside from playing tag with etorms;*all went well*until wWe*had reached 
Cape Calavite on the northern coast of Mindoro, where Plane No. 4 with Lieut. 
Meloy, Capt. Stecker and Sgt. Cox turned back because af a large: storm area 
ahead of them. At about this same time No. 1 headed straight for shore and was 
‘fortunate to reach Palawan Bay, where the churning ocean was somewhat calmer. 
No. 4 followed closely and at.9:30 A.M. both planes were bobbing up and down 
on extremely choppy water. Because of sea conditions and a high wind, it was 
with difficulty that both plancs were taxied up on the lonesome beach. 

"Some forty minutes were consumed in turning both planes around and in 
preventing serious damage from the breakers, which were rolling in with con- 
siderable force. By this time the only four netives in this neck of the woods 
arrived on the scene and in their humble way tried to help us. 

"When the planes were secure the trouble shooting on No. 1 began. Some 
water was found in the rear carburetor and moisture in the right head. The 
carburetor was repaired and a new head put on, after which the motor revved 
‘up 0.K. In the meantime, several squalls came up and the bay was a mass of 
high waves and white caps. Along about 3:00 P.M. there was some let up in 
water conditions close to shore and we decided to take off. No. 4 took off 
first and was in the rough water just about the time it had gotten "up on the 
step". From then on it was a struggle between plane and sea, with odds on the 
latter. Somchow the old bus pulled herself clear on about the "steenth" wave 
and staggered into the air much to the-relief of all on board. No. 1, did not 
fare so well and it was only after several attempts that it succeeded in break 
ing loose from the seething waves and staggering into the ether. 

"Both planes circled around the Cape and headed back home at 4:00 P.M. 
Less than five minutes later, No. 1 was again in distress. It had altitude 
enough to reach a small horseshoe beach on the rock bound coast of Cape Cala- 
vite. The crew of No. 4 watched the landing in the heavy sea and noted that 
the disabled plane reached the shore somewhat damaged but safe. Knowing that 
the stranded aviators had plenty of foodand water for ‘at* least" seventy-two 
- hours, Lieut. Meloy opened up No. 4 and.headed for Corregidor. Upon arriving 
at Kindley Field, arrangements were made by radio with Cemp Nichols to have an 
Amphibian from that station accompany No. 4 back to Calavite the following 
- morning." 

Let Lieut. Dunlap take up the story: 

"Lieut. Meloy seeing that the other ship was beached safely, headed for 
Kindley Field to get help for the disabled crew. 

"Cape Calavite has sheer rock coast down to within a few yards of the 
water, where there is a soft sandy beach. The depth of the sea is about nine 
fathoms along the shore and suddenly drops off to three hundred and twenty-one 
fathoms a short distance away. The China Sea is very rough at this time of 
year and the waves were rolling in and breaking on this ledge off shore, caus- 
ing breakers some twelve to fifteen feet high on the beach. 

"In coming through these breakers, one of them came up under the tail of 
the plane forcing it up into an almost vertical position standing on the nose 
of the hull. This contortion threw Sgt. Dooney out of the rear seat, clear of 
the plane and into the incoming breakers, and he was washed ashore. The suc- 
ceeding breakers washed the plane farther upon the beach until it was out of 
danger of being torn to pieces. Here it was anchored to keep the tide from 
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taking it out to sea when it went out a few hours later. 
"The plane being disabled and beyond emergency repair there was nothing to 
do bat -mload and prepare for the night, for it was too late for any assistance 


to be had until the next day at least. The two cockpit covers, with the aid of 


the rock face of the shore, were made into a shelter above the high tide mark. 
The baggage, food, water and parachutes were stored under this, for rain had 
begun to fall, as it does sometimes at this season of the year. 

"The food was scarce, not many cigarettes or matches and the water was about 
all gone, as most of the supply had been used while repairing the engine on the 
first forced landing. Investigation showed that there was a small fresh water 
river flowing down the mountain into the sea at one end of the beach. It was 
about thirty feet wide, clear as a spring and flowed at a rate of about twelve 
miles an hour. Here was plenty of water and, with the little food on hand, the 
crew could hold out for’ several days. It rained all the night, but without the 
meager shelter of the cockpit covers, it would have been a great deal worse. 
Then came the dawn and shortly after the grand and glorious sight of two Am- 
phibians, pilot«d by Lieuts. Watkins and McClélian. Lieut. Wetkins landed, and 
a beautiful landing it was in that sea with waves eight to ten feet high. Due 
to a misunderstanding of signals, Lieut. Watkins attempted to beach his plane 
and met the same fate as the one already beached. Luckily, the second ship 
had plenty of food on board, also two more cockpit covers. The other ship re- 
turned and a messege wac written on the beach for him to get help in the form 
of a boat to come to the rescue of the four marooned men and the two disabled 
planes. After reading the message, he headed north and disappeared in the 
direction of Manila. 

"Camp was enlarged and improved to accommodate four instead of two, wood 
collected, rater boiled and sandwiches consumed. There was nothing to do but 
wait for the rescue boat to come and take the party off the rock bound coast. 

"The next morning about daybreak, the Mineplanter "Harrison" from Fort 
Mills steamed around the point and into view of the four marooned men. A life 
boat was launched, rowed ashore and beached. 

"It was decided to start the motors of the planes and taxi them through 
the breakers to the Mineplanter. Lieut. Watkins succe.ded in getting his plane 
through the breakers and out to the ship, but Lieut. Dunlap was not so fortun- 
ate with the other plane. Just as he got to where the waves were breaking, the 
Wheels of the plane stuck in the soft sand. A fifteen foot breaker, however, 
struck the ship with fuil force, which loosened it from the sand and the motor 
pulled it through that one. Another breaker just as large then struck it and 
bent two blades of the propeller, making it impossible to go farther. The planc 
Was beached again, tied to the shore and the instruments taken off. The landing 
party from the Mineplanter then’ launched the life boat and all ashore were taken 
aboard the "Harrison"." 

Lieut. Watkins wrote his impressions as follows: 

"Took off 6:30 A.M., headed toward Fortune Island, Over South Channel, wate: 
getting rougher, hit Will Rogers head wind. Pass Golo Island, water still rouga 
Approach Mindoro and look for No. 1 in each cove. Pass one good beach and wish 
they were there. Proceed about five miles and see No. 1 on small beach in a 
shallow cove. Go down to look her over. Ship looks 0.K: - seems to be high 
and dry on beach. Water looks pretty rough with long ground swells and heavy 
breakers on beach. Men on beach waving arms, but do not get signals. Fly uo 
and down shore looking for better beach, but do not find any. Decide to land 
if possible. Fly very close to water and decide landing would be safe. Ready 
to land between swells, but feel queer with landing field rising and falling 
about ten feet. Let her settle between swells, land disappears. Ride upon 
next swell, fly again, land again, fly agdin, bounce and then 0.K. Not so bad 
after all. Start to taxi into cove. Two hundred yards from shore -- series of 
big swells come -- look like mountains. This will be serious if beach is sort. 
Men walking up beach, stop and signal where to come in. Fine -- they have 
picked out a good place. Taxi a little closer. Wait for next series or big 
swells to pass. Give her full gun and follow last big swell, Next big sweil 
one hundred yards behind. This will be fine if beach is 0.K. Ten feet more! 

It won't be long now. Bang! We're stuck in the sand. Here come the dig ones. 

Look out! Crash! There goes the left aileron. Crash! That caught the rudder 

and pinched my heel. Turning around now. Goodbye, flippers and stabilizers. 

All turned around, safe and 0:K. except for one aileron, elevator, stabilizer, 

rudder and tail post. Might as well get out now and unload supplies and inspect 
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damage. 

"Find Ship No. 1 out of flying condition with broken wing and doubtful 
motor. No. 4 could be made flyable by robbing No. 1, but it is stuck in the 
sand so badly that launching is out of the question. Nothing to do but hone 
that McClellan will get back and send boat. Write message in sand "Q.M. Boat" 
and. pull off tail of No. 4 to show it is out of commission. McClellan drops 
message he is going for boat. Hope he makes it. 

"Move supplies to camp and prepare for 'long vacation'. Spend time boil- 
‘ing water, chopping wood, working on No. 1 engine, boiling water, ma'ting coffee, 
_ @€ating sandwiches, boiling water, dodging smoke, trying to sleep, figuring out 
when boat will come and boiling more water. 

""Harrison" arrives at 7:00 A.M. stops one mile out and lowers life boat, 
Boat spills passengers on shore forty-five minutes later. Pow-wow with Mate 
Smith. "Harrison" cannot come any closer. Ships must be taxied out. Work on 
No. 1 - get the motor running. Decide to try No. 4 first, because all men need- 
ed to get it out of sand and breakers not as bad as in front of No. 1. Start 
motor and with all men pushing and digging sand work it nearer the water. Wait 
for last series of big waves. Almost stuck in sand again -- would have been 
fatal. Cleared sand just in time to ride over next big.wave before it broke, 
All 0.K. and headed for sea. Rudder doesn't work very well, but Sgt. Wilson 
walks out on Wing to steer. Tie to "Harrison". Go round and round waiting for 
other ship. 

"Watch No. 1 start, get caught in big waves and go back to beach. Looks 
bad. More waiting. Life boat leaves beach, abandoning No. 1. Life boat pulls 
up by No. 4 to take us off. We would sell our positions at a low price, but we 
are hungry and the "Harrison" looks might? good. Well here goes. Safe in boat, 
Safe in "Harrison", No. 4 in tow, food, sleep. No. 4 loaded on "Harrison" in 
lee of Golo Island. Five hours to Corregidor and nothing to do but take it easy 
and think how much worse it might have been." 
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PROPOSED "SUNSHINE ROUTE" FOR AIR MAIL 


In these days of the rapid advance of commercial aviation, the City of San 
Antonio is right "on its toes" with concerted interest and active accomplish- 
ment along this line at all times, A recent instance of this was tke orgeniza- 
tion in this city of the Southern Transcontinental Air Route Association for air 
mail from New York to Los Angeles, via San Antonio, dy the establishmen" of 
the proposed "Sunshine Route"; with representatives of the Chambers of Commerce 
and aviation interests from 16 of the important couthern cities in atteniance. 
The following account of this organization avpeared in the "San Antonio irpsess" 

"Sponsoring the establishment of a 'Sunshine Route! for air mail from 
New York to Los Angeles, the Southern Transcontinental Air Route Associotion Was 
formally organized and its route outlined in a meeting representing 16 southern 
cities in San Antonio Monday. 

Cities named in the proposal, which is to be put before Assistant United 
States Postmaster General W. Irwin Glover, in charge of air mail, include New 
York, Atlanta, Montgomery, Mobile, New Orleans, Lee Cherles, Orenge, Psaimont, 
Houston, San Antonio, San Angelo, Fort Stockton, Pecos, El Paso, Douglas, Tucson 
Phoenix, Yuma, San Diego and Los Angeles, 

W.L.S. Gordon of New Orleans, elected president of the association, will 
call Assistant Postmaster General Glover by long distance telephone as soon as 
he returns to New Orleans, seeking an appointment for the presentation of the 
program in Washington. Representatives of all the cities named are to make up 
a committee, the greater part of which will make its visit to Washington by air. 

Porter Whaley of San Antonio was made secretary of the association; W-R. 
Weaver of Montgomery, Henry C. Clifton, of El Paso, and H.B. Watkins of Phoenix, 
Ariz., were made vice presidents. 

Delegates attending the organization meeting constituted themselves members 
of the board of directors for the association. W.R. Weaver, Henry C. Clifton 
and Porter Whaley were members of a committee to outline the route. 

After the meeting Monday morning, delegates had lunch on the roof ceytion 
of the St. Anthony Hotel, and later were ta‘xen on a sight seeing tour to Winburn 
Kelly, Duncan and Brooks Fields. Most of them returned to their homes Monday 
evening. 
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Delegates attending the meeting included: John B. Carrington, San Antonio; 
Col. George 7 W. Stuart (on ine with the 90th Division in San Antonio); John L, 
Henning, Lake Charles, La. 4.§, Gorcon, New Orleans,La.; Youngs C. Crook, 

San Antonio; W.R. Weaver, i et fia.; Marshall Callender, New Orleans,La.; 
Henry C. Clifton, El Paso, Aifved P.C, Fetsch, Frodericksburg; Arthur Burnett, 
San Antonio; Louis O'Donnell, Houston; W.B. Tuttle, San Antonio; Mayor W.D. Hol- 
eombe, San Angelo; Charlies \pmm, Laredo, Texas; Emilio Azcarraga, Monterrey, N.L 
Mexico; Kirke T. Moore, Tucson and Douglas, Ariz.; J.T. Byrne, Orange; Claude C. 
Wild, San Angelo; P.G. Lucas, San Antonio; H.B. Watkins, Phoenix, Ariz.; Ike 
Ashburn, Houston; H.-A, Feille, Sean Antonio; P.A. Whaley, San Antonio; James A. 
Mars, Duncan Field; Jack Ballard MacDonald, Colorado Springs, Colo.; C.C. Leel 
and Sidney Kring, San Antonio." 

As indiceted in the above quoted artiele, these delegates visited the San 
Antonio Air Depot, among the other aviation activities of this vicinity. They 
availed themselves of a very comprehensive examination of its activities and 
manifested the keenest interest in the operations of the Depot shops and ware- 
houses, particularly the latter, one of the group even expressing the wish that 
it could be permitted to send an employee of a certain concern on a visit to 
the Depot for a study of our methods, for use in one of the concern's plants. 

---000--- 


LIEUT. DOOLITTLE TO GATHER FOG FLYING DATA 


"Smiling Jimmy" Doolittle, whose friendly disposition has won for him that 
cheerful appellation, has a new station as well as a new job. Shortly after 
his return to the United. States after many interesting experiences in South 
America, he rejoined his old station, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Before his departure for South America, where he conducted a six months! 
aeronautical tour in the interests of the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Corpora- 
tion, Lieut. Doolittle was on duty in the Airplane Branch. Upon his return 
he was assigned to duty with the Flight Research Unit of the Flying Branch, tem- 
porarily located at the Fairfield Air Depot. He did not tarry long at his new 
assignment. War Department orders issued shortly afterwards assigning him to 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., where, in addition to his regular duties, he wili cooperate 
with officials of the Daniel Guggenheim Foundaticn for the Promotion of Aero- 
nautics in their research work in connection with fog flying. 

"South America is much more progressive in aviation than it is believed to 
be", said Lieut. Doolittle in cormenting upon his recent trip. "Each country 
on the sea coast has its navy and army air corps, and the interior countries, 
Bolivia and Paraguay, have army air corps." 

Lieut. Doolittle sailed for South America from New York City on January 
19, 1928. Accompanying him were Mr. C.W. Webster, president of the Curtiss Aero- 
plane Exporting Corporation, and Mr. Jerry Van Wagner end Mr. Toddhunter, mechan- 
ics. The first stop was made at Colon, Canal Zone, where Liuet. Doolittle and 
Mr. Webster visited France Field, and later were flown by Lieuts. Swede Larson 
and Burton Lewis, in a Martin bomber, across the Canal to the opposite side, 
Where they embarked for Peru. Landing at Lima they were joined by W.H.McMullen, 
the other pilot for the trip. There they made their first airplane demonstra- 
tion before the Peruvian navy and army respectively, first with pontoons and 
then with wheels. 

The group left Lima on the 25th of February, flying to Ilo, Peru, a dis- 
tance of 575 miles, and the following day to La Paz, Bolivia, 270 miles, and 
there demonstrated the 0-1 and P-l airplanes to the Bolivian army. The pontoons 
for the P-l were shipped up, and an attempt was made to fly from Lake Titicaca. 
The lake's altitude of 12,700 feet was too great, however, and it was impossible 
to get the plane to leave the surface of the water. On several occasions it 
was rocked off, but immediately settled.to the surface again. After an hour 
and a half taxiing up and down the lake (at times the distance of twenty miles 
to the shore) in order to get better wind and wave conditions, the pontoon strut 
fittings pulled out, making it necessary to discontinue the try. At the start 
of this flight the main gas tank held 28 panne ef gesdline, but at the con- 
Clusion only three gallons remained. 

A number of short flights were made from La Paz. One of the most interest- 
ing of these was a flight over the Andes mountains, and down into the head waters 
of the Amazon river to the old Tipuani mines. These mines are considered as one 
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of the principal sources of gold mined by the early Incas, and although only 75 
miles airline from La Paz it requires nine days to reach the mines and ten day 
to return by mleback which is the only available means of transportation. Yeg 
_ in one hour and a half, Lieut. Doolittle made a round trip to the mine from La 
Paz, carrying the manager of the mine and a motion picture photographer; and 
during that time the latter was permitted to take all the movies he wished. The 
manager of the mine, very much.impressed by this incident, became so interested 
in the possibilities of the airplane that he immediately decided to clear a 
landing field at the mine site, putting one thousand Indians to work for that 
purpese, and started negotiations for the purchase of airplanes, which he in- 
tended using for the purpose of bringing personnel and supplies into the mine 
and for bringing out the very rich ore. 

Several demonstrations were given at La Paz and on March 23 one was given 
at Ororu, the second largest city in Bolivia, located near Lake Poopo. On March 
24 the group flew from Ororu to Sandiago, Chile, stopping a few minutes for gas- 
Oline at Antofagasta, Chile, and at Ovalle, Chile. At the latter stop, 30 gal- 
lons ef gasoline, carried in the back seat of the 0-2 in five-gallon tins, were 
‘transferred to the auxiliary tank of the 0-1 in ten minutes. The total flying 
time from La Paz to Santiago, a distance of 1,350 miles, was but 12 hours. 

Demonstrations were made to both the Chilean army and navy, and it was 
while flying the 0-1 from the water that the airplane was wrecked beyond repair. 
Lieut. Doolittle then proceeded in the P-1 without McMullen, flying on May 8 
from Santiago, Chile, to Buenos Aires, Argentina. A record Flight was made on 
this occasion, the distence of 750 miles being covered in five hours and 45 min- 
utes flying time, the elansed time being six hours and 10 minutes. Only one 
stop Was mace, at MacKenna, Argentina, for gasoline. 

Demonstrations were made to the Argentina army at El Palomar, and to the 
Argentina navy at Bahia Blanca, some 500 milee to the south. While in Buenos 
Aires, flights were made to Montevideo, Uruguay, for the purpose of demonstrat- 
ing the plares to the Uruguanian army and navy. 

A non-stop flight was mace from Buenos Aires to Asuncion, Paraguay, a dis- 
tance of 730 miles, on July 1. The elapsed time on the trip was five hours and 
15 minutes, constituting anether record flight for this stretch. On arriving 
at Asuncion at 1 o'clock in the afternoon, arrangements were made for demonstra- 
tions before the President of the Republic, the Minister of War, the Chief of 
the Air Corps, and other officials at 3 o'clock. ‘They were on hand, the demon- 
Strationt wes given, the planes overhauled and serviced, and at daybreak the 
next morning the flyers were leaving for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

The 960 mile distance between Asuncion and Rio de Janeiro was covered in 
& non-stop flight, made in seven hours and 10 minutes. It was the first time 
this country has ever been crossed by air, and by air is the only possible means 
eof crossing, as it is a part of the great tronical jungle end aosolutely inpene- 
trable on the grourd. No sign of human habitation or of wild life, other than 
great flocks of brilliant green parrots, was seen unti™ anproaching the culti- 
vated part of the country along the coast. 

Another 0-1 airplane had been shipped to Rio de Janeiro, and toth the 0-1 
and P-1 planes were dem+netrated on wheels and nontoons. On July 18 the last 
demonstration was given, the P-l was then torn down for shipment home, and a few 
days later, on July 21, +h2 0--l plane was flown down to Buenos Aires, where the 
flyers again met McMullen, chose mission it was to return with the 0-1 to Chile. 
Lieut. Doolittle, whose ieave from the Army had expired, then went aboard the 
S.S. Western World at Bucnos Aires on July 26 for the return voyage, arriving 
at New York, August 15, and from thence to Dayton. -- Supercharger. 

~--000--- 


NEW HOME FOR BACHELOR OFFICERS AT MARCH FIELD 


Contract for the construction of the bachelor officers' quarters at 
March Field, Riverside, Calif., in the amount of $110,000 was awarded by the 
War Department recently to the Los Angeles Construction Co., and work will 
be started immediately. The same concern recently completed the construction 
of the steel hangars. 
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THE BOMBARDMENT GROUP FLIGHT ACHKOSS THE CONTINOINT 
By Lieut. Wilton M, EBriney, Air Reserve 


The first successful transcontinental movement of a bombardment squadron 
was accomplished by the ed Bombardment Group in September. Facing adverse weatt 
er conditions clear across the continent, the 2d Group larded its bombers on 
Mines Field, Los Angeles, Cal.,Sept. 8, making up two full deys lost en route. 

Maj. Hugh J. Knerr, Commanding Officer, 2d Bombarcment Group, led a forma- 
tion of 9 LB-5A bombers during the entire trip to the bkacific Coast and return. 
The unfaltering navigation of the flight leader, together with the excellent 
morale of all the flight personnel, officers end enlisted men alike, made pos- 
sible the completion of the mission as scheduled in spite of weather adversities 

The flight, scheduled to leave Langley Field, Sept. lst, did not get away 
until the 3d because of dangerous weather, and even on the 3d took off in face 
of weather anything but inviting. The first night stop was made at Augusta, Ga 
Five o'clock the following morning found the motors warmed up and the personiel 
ready to take off. The weather, however, disputed the ability of any bombardmei 
flight to reach its objective through it. 

Low hanging clouds greeted the pilots as they hopped off from the Augusta 
Field. A flight of 2 hours and 35 minutes, which will long remain in the minds 
of the pilots, resulted. Nothing could have havnnened which would heve made the 
flight personnel more confident of the ability of moving a si cc squadron 
intact under adverse conditions. 

First driven to the south end back to the north,then back to the south of 
the course because of storms, low fogs and high clouds, the flight leader took 
the flight to within twenty miles of Macon, Ga. It was at this point that many 
times the bombers were lost to view one from another because of closing in clou 
A hole in the clouds developed just above some space clearcd for a saw mill sit 
In any direction for many miles the terrain was such as to make a successful 
landing impossible. 

The leader signalled for the formation to follow in column of ships, circl 
Within this hole and set a course back to Avgusta, Ga., landing there 2 hours a 
3o minutes after the start. The same afternoon, Sept. 4th, the flight took off 
dodged storms and reached Montgomery, Ala. (Maxwell Field). 

The night was spcnt at Maxwell Field, the personnel on the line with shins 
warmed up at three o'clock in the morning, but it was not until nine the same 
morning that the flight could take off. The clouds at Maxwell from three until 
almost nine o'clock were as low as the water tank on that field. At the first 
moment at nine o'clock the flight took off for Shreveport, La., lending at 
Monroe for gas. 

From Shreveport west, strong head winds were encountered, very hot sun and 
a lot of dust. Servicing facilities from Monroe westzlso helped tax the person- 
nel's morale, which in spite of heed winds, sand storms, poor servicing facili- 
ties, prevailed at its high point. The flight hopped from Shreveport to Midlan 
Texas, wnere more dust and head winds were encountered. Quickly efter the 
flight had landed all bombers were on the field and properly placed for servic- 
ing. This was done shortly before noon. The last ship received servicing at 
4:30 in the afternoon. 

A night flight was considered to make up the time thus lost, but pilots 
flying regularly over the route strongly advised against it because of lack of 
night landing facilities at El Paso and the extremely rough and desolate terrai: 
from Midland to El Paso. Persons living in Midland and arriving on the field 
the next morning at 5:30 found the bombers had gone. The next stop, El Paso, 
offered the same sand. 

Three of the 7000 pound bombers became mired in the sand when taxiing on 
the runway for a take-off. 

The next stop, Tueson, Ariz., had in store for the flight the usual quota 
of sand vlus a thermometer reading of 116 degrees Fahrenheit on the field. 

From Tucson the flight hooped to San Diego, reaching Rockwell Fielc the 


Morning of Sept. 8th. Flying up the coast to Mines Field, Los Angeles, they 


landed at four o'clock in the afternoon, thus making the time of arrival as 
originally scheduled. 

The flight remained at Los Angeles from the 8th until the 14th. Some 34 
experiments were run during the stay in Los Angeles by the flight personnel 
Which had nothing to do with airplenes, navigation, fueling or other kindred 
aviation matters. Cold creams, skin balms, both liquid and dry, were applied 
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at every time and in every manner known to man. t+ is believed that, if a com- 
posite report of all tests run could be odtained from the 2d Group personnel, 
surely an ideal remedy for sunburn would result. 

The return trip, though not as strenuous as the trip out, was not exactly 
what could be called a pleasure jaunt. trong winds out of the east were en- 
countered. Old timers said that it had been years since a strong wind had come 
from the east and that they had very few winds other than from the west. They 
blamed the storm prevailing on the southeast coast. 

The return trip was over the same route as fer east as Midland and it was 
at that town that we received the first weather fevor since the commencement of 
the trip on Sept. 3d. Upon leaving Midland early in the morning, Sept. 19th, 
the flight had a tail wind which was taken advantage of by a single hop from 
Midland to Wichita, Kans., where 100 gallons of gas per ship was taken on and 
the flight continued to Kansas City, Mo., where it arrived at five o'clock the 
afternoon of that day. 

The hop off from Kansas City was made six o'clock September 2lst. The 
flight leader received a wire at Dayton that the present going would put the 
flight into Cincinnati a day before it was expected, resulting in a night stop 
at Dayton and a continuance of the flight the next morning to Cincinnati. 

Cincinnati was left behind eight-thirty Sunday mosming and the 2d Bombard- 
ment Group's home station reached the same day, in one hon, at one o'clock. 

Langley Field wnen reached on Sept. 23d had in store for its pilots the 
same brand of weather it gave them upon their denarture, low,fast moving clouds. 
Maj. Knerr landed, followed by the other members of his flight, all in possess 
of facts concerning the transcontinental movement of a bombardment squadron 
which are far more valuable than any paper data which might be obtained. 

2d Bombardment Group Officers making the flight follows: Maj. Hugh K. Kner 
Capt. Cecil G. Sellers, Air-Res., lst Lt. Harold W. Beaton, lst Lt. Phillips 
Melville, lst Lt. David L. Behncke, Air-Res., 2d Lt. A.K. Kerwin Malone, lst Lt. 
John R. Drumm, ed Lt. Alfred M. Johnson, lst Lt. Wilton M. Briney, Air-Res., 1s’ 
Lt. William B. Blaufuss, 2d Lt. Ford L. Fair, 2d Lt. Willard R. Wolfinbarger, 1: 
Lt. Emile T. Kennedy, Capt. Ira F. Peake, Flight Surgeon. 

---000--- 


ROCKWELL FIELD USED AS CONTROL POINT IN AIR RACES 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., was selected as a control point for the 
Class "A" and Class "B" transcontinental racing planes. A finish line was laid 
out west of Heedquarters Building, and the civilian planes used the west half 
of the field. Officers of the post acted as assistant judges and timers. The 
Class "A" racers arrived early Sept. 10th and left for Los Angeles at noon. TL 
Class "B" racers stopped at the field on the morning of the 12th and departed 
in the efternoon. Some of the commercial planes made exceedingly fast time on 
the flight from New York and demonstrated the feasibility of transcontinental 
air transportation. 

---000--- 


RESERVE OBSERVATION SQUADRON TRAINS AT ROCKWELL FIELD 


Twenty-one officers of the 514th Observation Squadron, Air Corps Reserve, 
completed two weeks of very extcnsive training at Rockwell Field recently. The 
training included tactical missions; lectures on maintenence and other aero- 
neutiq@l subjects; cross-country practice; and considerable airdrome flying. 
Plans were formulated for inactive training to take place at various points in 
Southern California during the remainder of tho year ani until the next sunmer! 
encampment. A plan was also devised for ferrying the planes to the assembly 
places. To Lieut. B.R. Dallas, Unit Instructor and Crmp Commander, goes much 
of the credit for the mawked success of the training camp. 

---000--- 


HAWAITAN AIRMEN UNDERTAKE ANTI-AIRCRAFT AND EARBOR DEFENSE MISSIONS 


Avproximately 200 hours of night flying in conjunction with the harbor 
defense and anti-aircraft target practic? was cumoletcd by the 5th Composite 
Group, Luke Field, T.H., in the past three riontius, according to the records of 
Capt. L.L, Harvey, Group Operations Officer, 
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While this is not considered a record for night flying, the efficient and 
harmonious cooperation which existed between the Air Corps and Coast Artillery 
during the time is worthy of note. On the completion of the work, Major Frank- 
lin Kemble, 64th Coast Artillery, addressed a letter to Maj. Van Nostrand in 
which he highly complimented the work of the Air Corps personnel and extended. 

the appreciation of the officers and men of his battalion. 
---000--- 


IMPROVEMENT IN FLYING FACILITIES AT LUKE FIELD 


A new runway, 200 feet wide and 1500 feet long, equipped with a modern 
underground sprinkler and costing approximately $15,000, was completed at Luke 
Field and will be ready for use in a short time as soon as the grass attains a 
little more growth. The runway extends in a northerly direction from the 
southern end of Fords Island, and is situated about the center of the field 
between the Air Corps hangars and the Naval Air Station. The area west of the 
runway and extending to the Air Corps hangars is also being served by the new 
sprinkler system. 

In addition to the grading and installation of pipe lines by the civilian 
contractors, the personnel of the field was used to haul the dirt from the ex- 
cavation pit. Several motor trucks were kept busy for about two weeks complet- 
ing the work. 

_ =--000--- y 
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS AWARDED LIEUT. ENT 

Second Lieut. Uzal G. Ent, Air Corps, now stationed at Kelly Field, Texas, 
was, on Sept. 15th, awarced the Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism while 
participating in the Netional Blimination Balloon Race as aide to lst Lieut. 
Paul Evert on May 20th iest. 

"Their balloon was struck by lightning or received a heavy charge of elec- 
tricity", said the offictsi citation, "during a severe electrical storm over 
Youngwood, Pa., at an a’iitude of approximately 1,200 fect, instantly killing 
the pilot, setting the bal‘oon on fire and severely shoc'sing and partially paral- 
yzing Lieut. Ent. He e.icenvored to revive his pilot, nct being sure that he 
had been killed, but was cisuccessful. Although the bailoon was burning and 
Slipping, he so maneuvered it es to land safely without injury to private proper- 
ty. When the balloon collapsed about 20 feet above the eround, the remaining 
hydrogen gas burned quickly. destroying the envelope and net. Disregarding his 
om personal safety and with sreat devotion to duty, Lieuc. Ent stayed with the 
balloon at the risk of his life instead of landing with his parachute. His 
courage, daring and heroism reflect great credit upon himself and the Army of 
the United States." 

---000--- 


PROMINENT VISITORS AT MARCH FIELD 


Visitors at the Primary Flying School, Merch Field, Riwerside, Calif., re- 
cently, included Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps; Brig.- 
General Frank P. Lahm, Commanding the Air Corps Training Center; Congressman 
W. Frank James and Allen J. Furlow; Brig.-General E.E.Booth, Asst. Chief of 
Staff; Miss Amelia Erhardt, of Trens-Atlantic flight fame and Major Ralph Royce, 
former Commandant of the Air Corps Primary Flying School, Brooks Field. 

Generals Fechet, Lahm and Mr. James arrived at the field Sept. 16th from 


‘the National Air Races at Los Angeles. After an inspection of the new construc- 


tion the party were driven to Riverside, where they were the guests at a lunch- 
réon a by the Chamber of Commerce, 
ongressman Furlow visited the field on the 20th, being a passenger in a 
Plane piloted by Lieut. Amis. A tour of inspection of the post was followed by 
az address to the commissioned personnel. 
General Booth, upon his arrival on Sept. 2lst, was greeted with the 11l-gun 
Balute. He came from Clover Field on a tour covering the verious Army posts 
in California. The Reserve Officers Association of Riverside tendered General 
Booth a dinner at night. 
Miss Eriuardt was the guest of Major and Mrs. M.F. Harmon on Sept. 20th, 
flying’ from Uhe Low«Angeles Air Races in a Lockheed "Vega", 
During Major Royce's short stay at the field he met many of his old friends 
from Brooks Field who are now on duty at March Field. 
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SUMMER REST CAMPS shed BARAT IAN AIP CORPS PRRSONNEL 


Immediately after the inspection of Inke Field, 1.1, by the Secretary of 
War, the squadrons of the 5th Composite Group besan their sumuer rest camps, the 
2dd Bombardment leaving for Waimanalo for two wecks. The trip was made by air, 
116 men with all equipment, including the tents, poles, rolling kitchens and | 
mascots being transported in Martin Bombers, with the bomb bass turned into car. 
go hatches. About four hours were reguired to make the move. 

After being in camp for ten days, the 22d .returned to Luxe Field and trans. 
ported the 72d Bombardment Squadron to the site of their 01d camp. Both trans- 
fers were made the same dey, every ship going heavily loaded each way. Later op 
. the. 72d vacated the camp.to the 4th Observation. The 23d Squadron acted as 
transport squadron for all the moves and establisned somewhat of a record when 
they moved the 72d back to Imke Field and moved the 4th, accomplishing the task 
in just three hours from the time the first ship left the ground until the last 
man and piece of baggage was moved, 

---000--- 


Be ee de ee Be SE GOO aN ~~ te Te oo Ogee we- 


FOURTH OBSERVATION ‘SQUADRON MEN PROVE "GO- GETTERS" 


The personnel of the 4th Observation Squedron, Luke Field, T.H., just com- 
pleted the erection of a new recreation room built in the rear of the squadron 
area. Heretofore the Squadron had been using two pyramidel tents, but they were 
found to be too small and not adapted to the purpose. 

There being no appropriation available to cover such construction, the 
Squadron turned out to ea mean and, by securing lumber from the maintenance as we] 
as what could be salvaged from airplane cratos, thoy erected a building which is 
a credit to the Field as well as to their rescurcefuluess. The work was starte( 
udder the direction of Lieut. L.W. Motley and was completed by Capt. C.E. Giffh 
who now commands the squadron. 

---000--- 


WSR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS CFFICERS 


Changes of Station: I1st Lieut. Arthur W. Vanaman, San Antonio Air Depot, 
to Brooks Field, Texns. 

lst Licut. Charles E. Branshaw, Brooks Field,to San Antonio.Air Depot. 

2d Lieut. Samuel R. Harris,Jr., to Erooks Ficld, Texas. 

lst Lieut. James H. Doolittle, Wrifht Field, to Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Capt. Edmund W. Hill, Scott Field, I]1., to Chanute Tield, I1l1. 

lst Lieut. Wallace G.. Smith, March Field, to aie weg Field, Ill. 

lst Lieut. Wm.M. Lanegan, Kelly Field, to Chenute Field, Ill. 

lst Lieut. George H. Brown, Mershall Field, Kans omy to Chicago, Ill., for 
duty with Organized Reserves, 6th Corps Aree. | 

Detailed to Air Corps and to Primary Fiying School, Brooks Field, for 
training: 








.« « « Jqvember.lstsn-2d_Lient. Robert S. Isreel,Jr., Field Artillery; 2d Lieut. 





Robert W. Stika, Infantry; Cept. Carl H. Atrong, Cavalry; 2d Lieut. Merrow E. 
Sorley, Corps of Engineers; March 1, 1929 -- lst Lieut. Edward M. Edmonson, 
Field Artillery; 2d Lieut. Joseph P. Shumate, Coast Artillery; 2d Lieut. Lewis 
S. Kirkpatrick, Infantry. 
Promotions: 1st Lieut. William V. Andrews to Captain, with rank from 
August 28, 1928. 
. 2d Lieut. Stewart W. Towle, Jr., to lst Lieut., August 28, 1928. 
2d Lieut. Carl B. McDaniel, to lst Lieat., Sopt. 11, 1928. 
2d Lieut. Glen C. Jamison, to lsi Lieut., Sept. 5, 1928. 
Resignation: 2d Lieut. Herold Currie King, Oct. 3%, 1928. 
2d Lieut. Edward Copnin, Jr. 
Retirement: 1st Lieut. Frank M. Bartlett, with renk of Captain, for 
disability incident to the service. 
Relieved from detail to Air Corps: 1st Lieut. Bradferd W. Kunz to ed 
Infantry, Fort Wayne, Mich. 
Reserve Officers assigned to active duty to June 30, 1929: 
2d Lieut. Zlwell A. Sanborn, Upper - Lake, Celif., to Crissy Field. 
lst Lieut. Byron A. Glover, Atiente, Ga., to Mexwell Field, Ala. 
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Transferred to Air Corps: lst Lieut. Wilfrid H. Hardy, Cavelry, ‘Sept .: 10th, 
with rank from March 24, 1928. 





---000--- 
AIR CORPS EXHIHIT AT CALIFORNIA FAIR 


The March Field exhibit at the Southern California Fair exceeded even the 
success of last year. Considerable favorable publicity was given the exhibit 
by the newspapers. One of the most interesting exhibits was a stripped dom 
DH-4 plane, showing every working part in full view. The plane was completely 
equipped with machine guns, camera, radio, bombs, etc., and the lower wings and 
fuselage stripped of all fabric. A platform was built to enable the interested 
to get a close up view of the interior of the cockpit. The earth inductor com- 
pass also drew considerable attention, it having been connected with a small 
motor so that actual operation was shown. 

The exhibit included a complete radio installation for broadcasting, also 
the method used in teaching radio code by means of the Ediphone. The Photo 
Section was represented by a complete developing, printing and enlarging plant, 
together with a mosaic of Riverside that was of special interest to the local 
citizens. Armament of all description; aircraft instruments; the different 
types of aircraft clothing and equipment were displayed. 

The Ruggles Oricntator vied with the DH for first place in interest and 
duplicated its success of last year of being the best "bally-hoo" on the 
grounds. 

The arrangements were in charge of lst Lieut. James D. Givens, Air Corps. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
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Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, August 3lst. 





Major J.E. Chaney, Commandant of the Air Coros Advanced Flying School, 
and for the past four and one-half months commanding the Air Corps Training 
Center, in the absence of Brigadier-General Frank P. Lahm, went on 30 days! 
leave, September lst. Major Chaney will spend his leave in Long Island, New 
York City, and Southern Maryland. 

As the second of a series of fights planned by the Athletic Officer, Lieut, 
Stanton Smith, the Missouri Pacific Athletic Club staged a bencfit fight the 
night of August 23d at the Kelly Field Gyn. 

Featuring in the finals was Kid Reyes, veteran fighter of San Antonio, 
against San Miguel of the 68th Squadron. During five rounds of fast, clean 
fighting neither man could score a knockout blow, but in the sixth round Reyes 
put the soldier down for the full ten. 

68th Service Squadron; lst Lieut. Williem M. Lanagan, Commanding, 

Corporal Bryant E. Lumley, Correspondent. 

The following changes affecting personnel occurred since August 1st: 

Mr.Sgt. Carl T. Hale, Air Corps, late of France Field, Panama, arrived on 
the lst and immediately took up the important duty of Shop Foreman of the Aero 
Repair. Sgt. Hale is no doubt a valuable addition to the Squadron and the or- 
ganization as a whole welcomes him heartily. Sgt. Hale is replacement for Mr. 
Sgt. W.R. Redfern, who departed for Panama, via San Francisco, on or about 
June lst. 

Staff Sgt. Mehnert, Air Corps, formerly of the 3d Pursuit Squadron, Phili»- 
pine Department, arrived from foreign service on the 7th inst, as replacement 
for Staff Sgt. Joe Mullenix, who left for a tour of foreign service. Welcome 
home, Sergeant. 

Pvt. lst Cl. Gordon, popular member of the emergency crew on duty in Han- 
gar #6, departed for Oklahoma on 60 days! furlough to visit relatives. 

Pvt. Guthrie, of the renouned team of Lumley and Guthrie, pinochle champs 
de luxe, also departed on a 60-days! furlough. 

* * * - % * * 

As evidence in proof cf the fact that the Air Corps and Kelly Field -- par. 
ticularly the 68th Service Squadron -- are becoming more popular as time passes, 
Pvts. Leon A. Brown, 23d Infantry and Sydney A Melcher, 9th Infantry, were 
recently transferred from théir former organizations, to the 68th upon their 
own request. 

Lieut. H.L. Boyden was relieved from assignment to the 40th School Squad- 
ron and reassigned to this organization. In addition to his duties as Post 
Transrpertation Officer, he was detailed as Squadron Operations Officer and As- 
sistant Engineering Officer. 

Lieut. Johnson was detailed as Station Air Corps Supply Officer in addi- 
tion to his many squadron duties. 

Staff Sgt. R.E. Mitchell,our efficient flight chief, is planning to sub- 
mit application for examination for commission as Second Lieutenant, Air Corps 
Reserve, in the near future; with the idea in mind of taking examination for 
J.A.P. rating. Sgt. Mitchell has well over the 500 hours mark in pilot time, 
and has flow more than a dozen different types of commercial and military 
planes. The entire squadron wishes him the very best of luck in his under- 
taking and every one is confident that he possesses the inherent qualifications 





of a good pilot and an excellent officer. 


Pvt. lst Cl. (A/M 21.) "Greascr" Sauseda is on the market for a 35 H.P. 
Anzina air-cooled engine for his outrigger strut type monoplane, which is now 
in the process of manufacture. The plans call for a 26 ft. wing spread, 54 
inch chord, 64 ft. in height and 17 ft. overall length. Clark "Y" wing sec- 
tion is to be used. Instead of the conventional closed cabin, a single open 
cockpit will be substituted. The "Greaser" estimates that it will have a 
high speed of from 90 to 95 miles per hour and should cruise from 75 to 80 
miles per hour under normal conditions. 

Pvt. Sauseda is an ex-flying Cadet and is an accomplished airplane and 
aviation engine mechanician and aeronautical engineer, and is considered fully 
capable of constructing his own plane from the ground upward. He expects to 
receive his private commercial pilot licence from the Department of Commerce 
in the near future. 
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The hangar gang is wondering whether dope or whitewash will be used on the 
linen. Probably whitewash, in view of the fact that he has already conducted 
tests with it on his flivver. — 

As usual, the squadron was well represented in both the inter- -squadron 
swimming meet held September 6th, and the call for candidates for the Kelly 
Field football team. The bone crushers are getting into trim and everyone is 
looking forward to the time when the team marches on the gridiron to Win 1 new 
laurels. 

Lieuts. Todd and Wooford of Fairfield passed through recently, en route 
to Rockwell Field with two PW-9Ds for the Pursuit Group being organized there. 
It is understood they are to ferry two new 0-2H planes from the factory to 
Pope Field, N.C. 

Lieut. Davidson, of the 3d Attack Group, came up from Galveston recently 
in an A-3 to visit Mr. Johnson, who is stock superintendent with the Station 


‘Supply. "Johnny" is a ed Lieutenant, Air Corps Reserve, and received his fly- 


ing training at Post Field, Ft. Sill, at the same time that Lieut. Daviésnn 


received his. They became good friends then andffequent visits are ctill made 


from time to time. 

Lieut. Johnson, Squadron Adjutant and Supply Officer, while proceeding to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, as passenger in an 0-11 plane, for the purpose of 
dedicating a new airport at that place on the 10th, came to an abrupt halt at 
Amarillo, Texas, when the plane ground looped and partly washed out the land- 
ing gear. Lieut. Johnson received a very painful cut under his right eye. 
Lieut. R-H. Dean, the pilot, was unhurt. 

The emergency wrecking crew, under the able leadership of Staff Sergeant 
Bright, were kept very busy of late, due to quite a number of forced landings 
and crack-ups within a hundred mile radius of the airdrome. 

This crew is equipped with a White wrecking truck, which was constructed 
locally about two years ago by converting one of the olc war time reconnais- 
sance busses into a modcrn wrecker. It is capable of picking up wrecked air- 
planes in almost any condition or position. Too much credit cannot be given 
this crew for the wonderful results attained in the past. Trips have been 
made as far as 500 miles away from the airdrome, over tiie worst kind of roads, 
and in some cases under very adverse conditions as to locality of the wreck 
and the terrain of the surrounding country. 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, Sept. 19th.: 
SQUADRON NOTsS 

39th School Squadron: lst Sgt. Samuel H. Byrne and Staff Sgt. Jack Wolfe 
are engrossed in the acquisition of a goat ranch in the vicinity of San Angelo, 
Texas. Upon returning from his last weekly visit to the ranch, Sgt. Byrne 
said it certainly was restful to sit and watch the goats on neighboring ranches 
meandering around complacently eating gravel. Sergeant Wolfe complains that 
the two and only goats on their ranch merely spend the week end there. 

Pvt. George Sedlock, who hasn't been to town for two years with nothing 
but virtue to hold him back, took advantage of a three day pass two days age. 
His little brether, Anthony, says George isn't going to get ahead of him, for 
the minute he gets back with the valise he is going to try one. 

Lieut. R.H. Finley, commending the 39tn Squadron, reports his "Barometre 
Economiques" shows thirteen enlisted men discharged E.T.S. in the last three 








‘tenths; -and*ail re-énlisted.: The.réason is no military secret. 


42nd School Squadron: The entire 42d Squadron, and the baseball team in 
particular, was honored September 8th by Major Tinker, Post Commandant, when, 
he presented, in behalf of the squadron, to each of the players a little toxen 
in the form of a gold baseball upon which was inscribed the legend "42d Sadn., 
Champs '28", Lieut. Healy, our Squadron Commander, made some very appropriate 
introductory remarks preparatory to the presentation. 

In addition to the players, Staff Sgt. Timothy Dodson received one oz 
these little tokens, presented to him by Lieut. Healy in appreciation of his 
loyalty to and support of the tenn, and especially of his services as cham- 
Pion bat boy. , 





San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Sept. 1st. 





Orders were received for the transfer of lst Lieut. Harry A. Halverson, 
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A.C., from this Depot to March Ficld, Calif. effective, December 13th. 

Capt. Lewis 3. Massie, Quartermaster Corps, Quartermaster at this Depot, 
was ordered, for the convenience of the Government, to proceed to his home and 
aWait retirement. His retirement, after thirty ycars! service, will probably 
take place about the first of the coming year. Capt. Massie, who has been on 
duty at this Depot for over a year, expects to make his home in San Antonio. 
His departure is greatly regretted, and he carries with him the sincerest wish- 
es of the Depot personnel on his rce-éntr; into civil life. On Capt. Massie's 
departure, due to the fact that. our official family circle is at present rather 
more "cosy" than is quite comfortable, by reason of several transfers and ex- 
tended leaves of absence from this station, it will be necessary that the var- 
ious duties of Acting Quartermaster, Utilitics Officer, Fire Marshal, etc., be 
added to the already greatly diversified positions held by our Adjutant, Lieut. 
Brophy. 

Among the visitors to this Depot during the past month were lst Lieuts. 
Domald G. Stitt, Aubrey Hornsby, Wallace E. Whitson, and Cornélius J. Kenney, 
A.C., of March Field, who obtained DH-4M-ls from this Depot to ferry back to 
their station, Lieut. Stitt leaving on August 27th, Lieut. Kenney on the 28th 
and Lieuts. Hornsby and Whitson on the 3lst. 

More news from our Baseball Team, the S.A.A.D. "Airmen's 

Through consistent hard fighting, in the closest series ever staged in San 
Antonio, our team won the City Amatcur Baseball Championship, when they took 
the finsal game of the City Series from the San Antonio Public Service Company 
Team on August 22d with a swore of 4 to 2. The series was featured by three 
of the tightest games imaginable, with excellent pitching and fielding holding 
the hitting down. And now the Depot Team has disposed of the City of Austin's 
Team in its upward climb to the State Amateur Championship. Great credit is 
due to Lieut. R.V. Ignico, our Athletic Officer, for his wntiring efforts in 
managing and personally working with and supporting the Team through the most 
successful season a Depot Nine has ever had. 

Lieut. A.S, Albro, our Engineer Officer, has been thinning the fish out 
considerably in the Guadalupe River. Some opinions have been advanced that he 
Will take care of any surplus that has accumulated and will make ample room for 
the spawning season. 

September lst marked the opening of the Hunting Season, and there is much 
anticipation, including, beyond a doubt, many contemplated alibis for use 
against the possibility that some game may escape our redoubtable Nimrods. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Sept. 17th. 





On September 14th this Depot enjoyed a brief informal visit from Major 
Delos C. Emmons, A.C., of the Office of the Secretary of War. 

Mejor Lewis H. Brereton, A.C., Commanding Officer of the Air Corps Troops 
at Post Field, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, came in by air on September 14th for a visi 
to this Depot anc to other activities in this vicinity. 

lst Lieut. Fred. B. Wieners, is availing himself of a leave of absence for 
one month and fifteen days, beginning September 14th. 

end Lieut. Morris A. Schellhardt, Air Corps Reserve, of Pawhuska, Okla- 
homa, started a fourteen day tour of active duty training, effective Sept. 12t 

Warrant Officer Charles Chester rejoined this Depot on September 12th fror 
a leave of absence since July 5th. 

The Engineering Department of this Depot overhauled and repaired the fol- 
lowing airplanes and engines during August, 1923;:- 

Airplanes:- 5 DH-4N-1; 1 DH-4M-1T; 3 DH-4M-2T; 10 0-2; 1 0-2-0; 4 0-2-H; 
1 0-2-M-1; 2 0-2-M-4; 3 NBS-1; 2 NBS-4; 2 PT-1; 1 AT-4, 2 VB-9; 1 P1-B, Total, 
38 Airplanes: Engines:- 75 Liberty, 31 Wright E, 1 Wright E-4, 1 Curtiss D-1e 
Total, 108 Engines. 

The Annual Picnic and Barbecue of the San Antonio Air Depot was held in 
picturesque Koehler Park, San Antonio, or September 13th, under the supervisio 
of the Duncan Field Civilian Club. It was ideal southern eutum weather, and 
an enthusiastic crowd of from 1000 to 1500 emnlovees and their guests made the 
utmost of the day. This multitude was efficiently and exneditiously fed in 
fifty minutes with a profusion of luscious barbecue and "accessories", follow- 
ing which the day was devoted to an.exciting and: varied program of contests 
and events, with suitable prizes, ending with Gancing to an excellent orchestr 
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until far into the evening. There was not a dull moment for anyone during the 
whole day; and with unanimous voice the greetest crediti.is ‘given to the offi- 
cials and committees of the Duncan Field Civilian Club for their handling of 
the most successful picnic we have ever enjoyed.’ 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., July 27th. 

Flight "B", ed Observation S Squadron: With the transfer and assignment ‘of - 
several new men ‘during the ‘past m month, our company waren | has increased to 
44 men. 
; All airplanes in this organization have been on the jump during the past 
month. 

Several cross-country hops have been in the march of events so far as fly- 
ing is concerned. 

The visual inspection system consumed a great deal of time and hard. study 
on the part of both officers and enlisted men, but is proving its iia cia 








over all previous systems. 


Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: The headquerters detachment again re- 





“ceived a change in Commanding Officers. Captain Charles A. Fursley, A.C., has 


taken over command. Capt. Pursley comes to us after a long tour of duty with 
the Organized Reserves. 

Lieut. Alfred Lindeburg is now Assistant Post Exchange officer. 

Sgt. Dolliver is working in Post Headquarters. Pvt. McDonough, former Pay 
Roll Clerk for this detachment, was transferred to the 28th Bembardment Squad- 
ron, where he acquired three stripes all at once. Stanley C. Robbins, Operatior 
clerk, was promoted to Corporal. Pvt. lst Cl. Bain to Specialist lst Class; Pvt 
Ames to Pvt.,lst Cl.; Pvt. Garten to Specialist, 5th Class; and Pvt. Kirby to 
Specialist, 6th Class. 

Pvt. Humphreys returned from furlough on the 10th. 

66th Service Squadron: Ist Lieut. Earl §. Hoag arrived on the last trans- 
port and was assigned to the Squadren, taking over the duties of Mess Officer, 
vice Lieut. Harold R. Wells, who was transferred to Flight "B", 2d Observation 





Squadron, this station. 


Staff Set. Albert E. Stevenson arrived on the last transport as -replace- 
ment for Staff Sgt. Jack Guolla. 

Tech. Sgt. Leobardo Valtierra, Flight Chief of the Engineering Department, 
Philippine Air Depot, discharged on July 13th, re-enlisted the following day. 
He is now counting the days until the sailing of the transport in October, when 
he will return to the U.S. 

An excellent dinner was served cn the 4th of July -- turkey and all the 
"trimmin's". A vote of thanks was given the Mess Sergeant and cooks. 

Staff Sgt. Tony Yucius, who is the third oldest member of the Squadron, 
was discharged on July 22d and re-enlisted the foliowing day. . 

Cpl. Harold B. Fisher, enlisted pilot, returned to the States on the U.S.- 
A.T. "Grent" for his new station at Mitchel Field, Long Island, going via the 
Panama @anal. He will take advantage of a three months! furlough before re- 
porting to his new station. We wish him luck. 

28th Bombardment Savadron: Staff Sat. William L. Yount was transferred 
te the 3d Pursuit Squadron at Clark Field on Juiv 4th. He spent. the following 
week end with us. Evidently, the home ties were hard to break. 

Sgt. Adelmo Garcia was vromoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant. He has 
well earned his promotion, and the members of the squadron were glad to see 
him advanced. 

Staff, Sgt. Reuben S. Beckham, Supply Sergeant and erstwhile NCO of all 
trades, is back on his old job. 

The prospectus for the post Basketball team looker very promising in the 
persons of Way, Sarver, Selby and Jones. It might also be of interest to note 
that the 28th won the inter-post baskctbell chompionshin, with only one defeat 

Privates Stollard and Covington were recently appointed Corporals.. 

5th Photo Section: Lieut. John D. Corkilie, pilot and Lieut. George W. 
Goddard, photographer, flew to Legaspi and mede some interesting — 
ef Mayon Volceno, which is in eruption at the prescnt time. 

_ Lieut. and Mrs. Goddard are now touring the: Southern Islands. 

The Section received two men on the U.S.A.T. 'Grant" Privates Kenar and 

Nelson, both graduates of the Photographic School at Chanute Field. 
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Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., July 27th. 





As usual the weck ends were marked with an influx of Manila guests and the 
usual dinners and entertainment. 

Lieut. and Mrs. Meloy gave a farewell party to Major and Mrs. Longino and 
to Lieut. and Mrs. Hodges early in the month. About forty guests were present, 
including arrivals from "Topside", Camp Nichols end Clark Field. After refresh- 
ments galore, bridge, poker, red dog tables were organized. ,; 

Most of the officer personnel at Kindley attended the costume dance of the 
month at ."Topside". Old Kelly Fielders were heard to remark that the party was 
reminiscent of those yesteryears held at the Aviation Club, Kelly Field. Lieut, 
Holland stepped out and distinguished himself by winning the costume prize. 

The Kindley Field Officers Bowling Team, after a defeat of three straight 
‘games, decided that there was too much pressure down at the bottom and began to 
practice a few days straight and are now near enough to the top to see light 
and get a fresh breath of air. We have now won seven games and lost five, which 
puts us in third plece among the Coast Artillery Teams. In a recent game the Air 
Corps bowled a total of 808 points, which is the high score for any teem this 
season. Look out, boys, for Lieut. Rouch, whose average is 160, and Lieuts. 
Meloy, Dunlap, Patrick and Davidson who also get hot and knock down 170. We 
will be at the top pretty soon. 


Clark Field, Camp St oe ay July 27th. 





3d Pursuit Squadron: With the transvort "Grant" gone, Clark Field has set- 
tled down to a steady routine again. Work on the flying field is still going on 
and the field is rounding into shape nicely. 

The tow target work with the 26th Cavalry was discontinued, due to the fact 
that the tow target ship with Lieut. McCormick in it caught: fire from faulty 
wiring at a thousand foot elevation. Exhibiting a high degree of courage and 
efficiency, Lieut. McCormick landed the plane and put the fire out. Unfortun- 
ately, the ship rolled into a drainage ditch and washed out the under carriage. 

Lieut. George Murray, a new addition to the squadron, was welcomed with 
open arms by Lieut. Kelly, who previous to this was a lone bachelor. 





Luke Field, T.H., Sept. 8th. 





faj. P.E. Van Nostrand, Commanding Officer of the Fifth Composite Group, 
left for the mainland on the "Cambrai", August 27th to attend the National Air 
races at Mines Field, Los Angeles. During his absence Capt. Raymond O'Neill 
assumed command. At the outset of Major Ven Nostrand's absence, Capt. O'Neill 
was ill in quarters, during which time Capt. Henry Pascale steered the ship. 

Lieut. George V. McPike left to attend the races on the same boat with Maj. 
Van Nostrand. Both officers will be back on duty with the arrival of the asin 
ber transport. 

Lieut. J.F.J. Early, recently appointed Athletic Officer has a Aen an 
ambitious sports program for the winter months. Following the baseball season 
just closed, work started at once on the basketball teams. A Field Day progrem 
-is in the offing which, in all liklihood, will be held on the site of the new 
baseball grounds being constructed for next season. The arrival of Sgt. Morris 
Aubree and his assignment to the 72d Bombardment Squadron has stimulated inter- 
est in track activities also. Aubrec now holds the Second Corps Area champion- 
ship for the 6+ mile run and is one of the outstanding runners in the Army. 

He barely missed the Olympiss this year, although he defeated Corporal Frank 
Gerny in the eliminations. 

Lieut. R.L. Williamson was relieved as Personnel Adjutant and assigned as 
Engineering officer of the Fourth Observation Squadron. Lieut. J.C. Shively 
Was appointed Personnel Adjutant to relieve him. , 

Lieut. Motley has assumed the duties of assistant Group Operations officer 
and Group Information officer. 

Major P.E. Van Nostrand, commanding officer of the Fifth Composite Grou», 
was recently elected Post Commander of cage Cornet Post No. 9, American Legion, 
to fill the unexpired term of Lieut. R H. Magee. 

The membership of the Legion post at Luke Field now includes 95 per cent 
of the officers and men of the Air Corps in the Hawaiian department who are 
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eligible, according to the records of the Post ‘Adjutant. 

Several reforms have already been instituted by the new commander, which 
are expected to result in added interest being taken in Legion affairs. Not 
the least of these is the formal initiation of new members and an active member- 
ship campaign. That the new commander will have the full cooperation of the 
entire post is indicated by his waniinees election -to‘ the office. 


Air Depot, Middletown, Pa. . Sept. sth. 





Middletown Air Depot, including one bomber, three observation and one pursuit 


ped was 179,000 lbs. Total weight received, 170,000 lbs. Money value of ship- 








During the month of August five anne were given major overhaul at the 


plane. Three planes'were received for major overhaul, and eleven planes are 
in process of going through the shops. Ninteen Liberty engines and nine Curtiss 
D-12 engines were turned out by the Engine Repair Department. 

During the month the Depot Supply shipped 7 carloads of material and re- 
ceived 7 carloads. In addition to the above, there were 264 L.C.L., parcel 
post and air shipments made, and 133 received. Total weight of material ship- 


ments made, $473,519.00 and of shipments received, $163,262.00. 

The 103d Observation Squadron, Pennsylvania National Guard, under the com- 
mand of Major John S. Owens, encamped at this Depot from July 28th to August llth, 
During their training period here, several of the junior officers were given 
Airplane Pilot and Junior Airplane Pilot ratings by a board of officers convened 
to examine them at this station. 

Cross-country flights during the month included the dedication of airports 
at - 





Williamsport, Pa. - August 18th. 
Towanda, Pa. - August 19th.- 
Selinsgrove, Pa, - August 24th. 
Sunbury, Pa... = August 31st. 
Reserve officers on active duty for a two weeks! period of training at this 

station reported as follows: 
Capt. Arthur Wilson - August lst 
ist Lieut. Clarence W. Welsh - August lst 
2d Lieut. Herbert R. Hare - August Ist” 
lst Lieut. James E. Scheirer - August 26' 
lst Lieut. Arthur W. Williams = August 29th 


‘Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., Sept. 6th. 





During the month of August a considerable number of visiting planes, Army, 
Navy and Civilian, landed at this field. 

The period of July lst to August 25th was devoted principally to the train- 
ing of Reserve Officers reporting for two weeks! sumner training. 

Two more Reserve Officers reported four én extended tour of active duty for 
one year at this station, making a total of nine in all here now. 

Lt. Herman F. Woolard, 4.C., ferried a PW-9-D plane from Dayton, Ohio, to 
San Diego, Calif., and was accompanied on his return by Lt. Narcisse L. Cote, 
A.C., of this station, each ferrying an O2-H plane from Sata Monica, Calif., 
to this field. 

Lts. Roscoe C. Wriston, and Russel C. MacDonald, A.C., of this station, 
departed by train for California to ferry back here two O2-H planes. 

Lt. Wendell B. McCoy, A.C.(DOL) left by train August 3lst for California 
to ferry back another 02-H plane for use at this field. 

As per usual, quite a lot of tow target work was done in connection with 
Fort Barrancas, Fla., and Fort Benning, Ga. 

On August 17th Lieuts. Jas. G. Pratt, A.C., Reuben Kyle, Jr., A.C., and 
Isaac W. Ott, Air-Res., made a flight to Myrtle Beach, N.C., to participate in 
the opening of a new municipal airport there. 

During the early part of August Lieuts. Wendell B. McCoy, A.C. (DOL), Rob- 
ert C. Ashley, Isaac W. Ott, Pilots; with Capt. Robt. J. Platt, M.C., Lieuts. 
Murray C. Woodbury, Air-Res. and Wm.J, Persons, Air Res., passengers, flew to 
Shreveport, Ba., to assist in the opening of the new airport at that point. 
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France Field, Panama Canal Zone, August 27th. 





Senator and Mrs. Barkley’and'Miss Barkley of Kentucky, paid France Field 
a visit recently and were given a hop across the Isthmus in a bomber. They 
seemed to be more than pleased with their flight. 

Lieut. Le Brou had another forced landing, this time in a PW-9 at Aguadulce 
Republic of Panama. The plane was damaged to such an extent that it required 
sending spare parts from France Field by bomber. Lieut. Hutchins started up to 
Aguadulce with the bomber and, upon arrival at Rio Hato, was forced down due to 
one of his motors freezing on account of loss of water. It was then necessary 
to send another plane, piloted by Lieut. Zane, to take a spare motor to Lt, 
Hutchins, pick up the spare parts for the PW-9, and take them on to Aguadulce, 
All three planes returned within a couple of days, seemingly no worse from the 
mishap. It seems that this is one time that the old saying that three accidents 
in a row must hapoen together, was disproved. 

Lieut. E.E. Harmon, upon his arrival here, was assigned to the 25th Bom- 
bardment Squadron and, using the military phraseology, he was, in addition to 
his other duties, assigned as Marine Transportation Officer and Officer in 
charge of boxing. 

Lieut. Harold C. King, returned from detached service at Langley Field and 
leave of absence in the States wearing the new Distinguished Bomber and Gunnery 
Medals awarded him while at Langley Field. This makes a total of five officers 
at this station who are wearing these medals. 

‘Upon completion of the Annual Small Arms Target Practice with the .45 
caliber Pistol, it was found that the 24th Pursuit Squadron won the Department 
Commander's Trophy (an old type Service Pistol, nickel plated), they having 
attained the highest percentage of qualification on the post with an average 
of 83.5. 

Staff Sergeants Gilmore and Adcock arrived at this station from March 
Field and Kelly Field, respectively, on August 2lst. Sgt. Gilmore was assigned 
to the 63d Squadron as replacement for Staff Sgt. Murdock, and Sgt. Adcock was 
assigned to the 25th Bombardment Squadron: as replacement for Sgt. Lofley. 

Major Peabody paid France Field a visit during the stay of the Transport 
"Grant" in Panama, en route to New York. Major Peabody is en route to the Fiel¢ 
Officers Tactical School at Langley Field. He seemed to enjoy his stay here 
‘very much. He was the guest of Capt. Herold while at this station. 

The France Field Pistol Team held another Pistol Competition at France 
Field on August 26, 1928. Representatives from the Balboa and Cristobal Police 
Departments, the Balboa and Cristobal Gun Clubs, the Second Field Artillery and 
the Navy and Marine Corps shot in the competition. The course was the pre- 
scribed National Match Course cut in-half and was won by the Cristobal Police, 
who fired with the .38 cal. Smith & Wesson Target Pistol with the six inch 
barrel. Second place was taken by the combined Navy & Marine Corps Team, using 
the .45 cal. Automatic Colt. Third and Fourth places were taken by the two 
teams from France Field. 

Sgt. Herman of the Cristobal Police won lst place. Lieut. Crocker and Mr. 
Sgt. Lucy were high guns for France Field. There were about 250 pistol enthu- 
siasts on the range during the shoot and, regardless of the fact that there 
was a drizzling rain during the entire day, everyone seemed to enjoy himself 
very met. 


Brooks Field, September 8th. 





The entire flying instructor personnel of "A" and "B" stages flew to Eagle 
Pass on Friday, August 24th for lunch, returning the same day. 

On August 27th, Lieut. L.P.Hudson received the.sad news that his father 
had died and that the funeral services would be held on the thirteenth. Lieut. 
Hudson left by air at 4:30 A.M. on the 28th for Bolling Fieid to attend the 
services. 

Other cross-country trips made by officers of this station since the last 
writing were; 

Sept. lst,- Lts. Stroh and Walbridge took off for. Madagorda Island down 
in the Gulf and returned the 3d. 

Lt. Carlson and Pvt. Lamar departed for Okuulgee, Okla., on the lst and 
returned the 3d. 

Maj. S:W. FitzGerald and Lt. D.D. Wateon flew to El Paso, Sept. 2d. Lt. 
Watson returned to Brooks and Major FitzGerald continued on to Caiifornia. 
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‘Races at Los Angeles. 


George, McNair, Gross, McHenry, Acheson, Williams and Anderson. 








Lt. Chennault with Mr. Hair as passenger flew to Derby,Texas and returned the 
same day. 

Lieut. Bryte flew Staff Sgt. Martin to Fort Clark on Sept. 7th. Sgt. Martin 
is. assigned to duty at the Airways station there. 

Lieuts. Holmes and Fritch visited Dallas, returning the same day. 

— R. Day with a mechanic flew to Houston on Sept. 6th, returning the 
same day 


Lanzley Field, Va., Sept. 5th. 
19th Airship Company: On Sept. 8th, at 7:00 A.M., the old aircruiser, TC- 
10-254, under the command of Lieut. B.T. Starkey, assisted by Warrant Officer R.E, 
Lassiter, and the’ U.S.Navy airship J-4, which arrived at Langley Field on Sept. 
5th, under command of Lieut. R.F. Tyler, U.S.Navy, took off from the local sta- 
tion for the Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, N.J., home station of the J-4. The 
ships left Langley Field in a formation flight, and after encountering strong 
head winds all way -up, arrived at Lakehurst, N.J., at 1:15 P.M. While at Lake- 
hurst, the TC+10-254 made a flight to Governors Island, N.Y. on the 10th, for 
the purpose-cf training for’Colonel T.A. Baldwin, Air Officer, 2d Corps Area, 
and on the ith Colonel C.G, Hall, A.C. and Lieut.-Col. Ira F. Fravel, A.C., were 
given training flights in TC-10-254 at Lakehurst. The airship returned from 
Lakehurst. J.J., on the l2th, at 5:50 P.M., after battling thunderstorms and © 
head winds for seven hours.. The ship endeavored to follow the coast line on 
the flight from New Jersey, but was the plaything of variable winds and at one 
time was swept to sea and at another. was carried inland a few miles off her 
course. "We're lucky to get here", remarked Lieut. Starkey, as his ship set- 
tled down on her home field at sundown. 
There were no special missions during the past week and our flying was 

limited to a.numler of training and test flights ncar the home station. - 

. Ist Lieut. John M. Perkins, Air Corps Reserve, reported for aaa with this 
organization for a period of two weeks beginning Sept. 15th. 








Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., Sept. 20th. 





Rockwell Field was host to Major Ralph Royce and eleven officers of the 
First Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, both before and after the National Air 


The officers, under command of Major Royce, who made the flight west, were: 
Capt. Strahm, Lieuts. Haddon, Stoner, Lawson, Klein, Bgen, Robinson, Irvin, 
Kenyon, Doolittle and Schonlein. . 

Nine Keystone LB-5 Bombers from Langley Field, commanded by Maj. Knerr, 
stopped at Rockwell Field for service while en route to and from the National 
Air Races. The huge planes made the transcontinental flight without mishap 
or any serious delays. 

Maj. Clagett, Air Officer of the Ninth Corps Area, and Maj. Harmon, Command- 
ing Officer of March Field, were frequent visitors to Rockwell Field the past 
two months. 

Nine planes of the Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas, commanded by 
Major Jouett, visited this field on their way to the Races at Los Angeles, and 
again stopped here before returning to Galveston. The visiting officers from 
the Third Attack Group included: Capts. Wooten and Heison; Lieuts. Newstrom, 


General Fechet, Chief of Air Corps, was a guest of Major Sneed while visit. 
ing Rockwell Field on his return to Washington from the Natiomal Air Races at 
Los Angeles. 

Congressman W. Frank James, chairman-elect of the Military Affairs Com- 
mittee, House of Representatives, arrived at Rockwell Field, by plane on Sept. 
16th, and departed the following day for Washington, in tri-motored. Fokker 
transport. 

Brigadier~General E.E. Booth, Assistant Chief of Staff for Supply, War 
Department, visited Rockwell Field, Sept. 19th, on official business. 

Major Delos C. Emmons, A.C., from the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps 
visited this station Sept. 19th. 

A letter of appreciation has been written to the Chamber of Commerce, 
Santa Ana, Calif., for the hospitality and courtesy extended the pilots of the 
Ninety-fifth Pursuit Squadron upon their recent sad mission to that city in 
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connection with the funeral of late Lieut. John J. Williems, Air Corps. 
Major F.E. Parker, Finance Department, arrived at Rockwell Field, Sept, 
20th, for purpose of auditing property accounts. 


Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., Sept. 25th. 





There was a scurrying of feet in a certain office in the Munitions Build- 
ing. "Someone has fainted", was the cry which caused the commotion. A small 
crowd gathered around the recumbent form of ye editor of the News Letter. "Give 
him a drink", someone suggested. This suggestion aroused the scribe from his 
stupor sufficiently to hear some unfeeling wretch suggest "Give him hair." 

‘The cause of this temporary passing out episode was explained when it was not- 
iced that tightly grasped in one hand was a contribution to the News Letter fron 
Chanute Field. 

Seriously, we are glad, indeed, ie hear from "Old Shinoot", and we hope 
contributions from that neck of the woods will reach us regulerly from now on. 

But to quote the contribution - On Sept. 17th,: Lieut. Loutzenheiser flew 
to Fort Leavenworth in an A-3 with Capt. Kirk Mason, Medical Corps, as passen- 
ger. The same day Corp. Swisher took an 02 to Fairfield Depot to change en- 

-gines. He was accompanied by Staff Sgt. Anderson. 
Lieuts, Warren and Post made a round trip to Cleveland in an A-3 on the 
19th. Tech. Sgt. Jackson flew to Dayton to ‘bring back Lt. Robinson who had 
taken a P-l down the day before. 

On the 22nd Lieut. Loutzenheiser hopped to Rochester, Minn., in an 4-3 and 
returned with Congressman Maas the next day. That afternoon the Lieut. flew to 
Chicago and return, 

Lieut. Peterson flew Capt. Palmer to Indianapolis and return. 

On the 25th Lieut. Roberson took off for Baltimore in an A-3 with Capt. 
Miller, QMC, as passenger. 

The baseball season closed last Saturday, after an exciting race during 
the last two weeks. Two schedules constitute the season and the winner of the 
first plays the winner of the second for the post championship. Headquarters 
won the first and tied with Photo and Mechanics for the second. Mechanics won 
out in the three game elimination series, and also captured the Trophy in the 
final series. Headquarters was handicapped because the personnel of that sec- 
tion is largely transient. 

On Sept. 2lst Lieut. McNeil, Recreation Officer, staged the biggest boxing 
match ever held at Chanute Field. He had as contenders Les Marriner, the new 
sensation from the University of Illinois and Oscar Baker of the Pacific Coast. 

Marriner won fifteen of his fights via the knock-out route, losing one on 
decision and winning one the same way. The affair was held in the new outdoor 
arena built by the Recreation Department this summer. Marriner put his’ man 
away fer the count in the Grd round. The semi-windup presented Jimmie Sayers 
and Red Rodman, both Hoosiers, in the 118 pound class. There was plenty of 
action and it was really a better show than the big toys put on. Two other 
touts and a battle royal completed the show. The new Air Corps band, under 
Warrant Officer Lindstrom, entertained with an hour's concert before the bat- 
tling began. About three thousand were present and went away satisfied with 
the matching and promoting. The next card will be presented Oct. 26th in the 
gymasium. We will be able to seat about two thousand neople inside. 

Lt. McNeil developed into quite a fight promoter and,we, can say, a suc- 
cessful one. All the boxing matches held since his eppointment as A&R 
Officer were good ones, even though two or three were not finincial bonanzas. 
In the total, however, there is a profit in the shape of a new arena and band 
stand and plenty of seating facilities for any kind of athletics or entertain- 
ment. 

The first of the season's damces sponsored by the post will be given early 
in October, Several new ideas in regard to the staging of such dances will be 
tried out. . 

Of course, there will be considerable regret that several of the well 
liked officers must take up their duties at other fields. Lt. Yeager goes to 
the Islands, Capt. Devery to Bolling and Capt. Johnson has already gone to 
Hawaii, But -- such is the army. 
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Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kans., Sept. 27th. 





The 16th Observation Squadron settled down to routine business since the 
Air Mail Detail from Superior, Wisc.,returned to the station. We beliove we 
did good work, considering the type of flying done, and the weather in that 
section. There were a few major crashes due to fog, but in no case was there 
serious injury to personnel. Lieut. Charles T. Skow, who was in charge of the 
detail, has gone on a well earned leave of forty-six days. 

Lieut. M.C. Robinson just returned to this station after an extended trip 
to Superior, Wisc., Chanute Field and Dayton, Ohio, where he inspected the Air 
Corps Supplies for new ideas to be put into effect at our station. Lieut. Rob- 
inson had quite a few tough experiences while on the trip. He encountered a 
heavy fog near Superior and was forced down with a crash as the result, but pro- 
ceeded without further damage. After installing a new motor at Scott Field, an- 
other forced landing was made near Kansas City on account of a broken throttle. 
The ship was slightly damaged. 

Ten planes from the lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, under the command of 
Major Ralph Royce, arrived here at 4:00 P.M., Sept. 5th and departed on the 6th 
en route to Los Angeles to the Air Races. 

Major General Fechet. Chief of the Air Corps, paid us a visit Friday, Sept. 
2lst. The General arrived at 4:00 P.M., in an 0-2H piloted by Lieut. Quesada, 
accompanied b; Senator James and mechanics in a Fokker Tri-motored transport 
pileted by Lieut. Dinger. The planes took off for Chanute Field at 8:15 A.M., 
Sept. 22d. 

Lieuts. Hix, Munson and Wright delivered three 0-2H planes to Fairfield for 
overhaul last week, carrying two passengers en route to Washington. These men 
were brought to this ficid in a Douglas transport from San Antonio, Texas. 

Lieuts. Rice and Brownfield made a trip to Miles City, Montana, to assist 
in the dedication of a new airport there. They reported a fine trip and return- 
ed with a large supply cf game which they shot while on the trip. 

The 16th Observaticn Squadron took a tactical hike to Marion, Kanaas, Sept. 
l2th and remained in cawp wntil Sept. 14th. The entire Squadron participated 
in this hike, and was transported by eighteen trucks and four airplanes. A dem- 
onstration was made while there for the benefit of the Old Settlers!’ Celebration 
then in progress. 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., Sept. 24th. 





Capts. Arthur B. McDaniel, Louis R. Knight and 2nd Lieut. R.W. Harper, were 
on temporary duty at this station during the month for a short period. The pur- 
pose of their visit was the coordinating of the records of the flying schools. 

March Field is singing the praises of their quintette of parachute jumpers 
in the Air Meet at Los Angeles. With five men entered, March Field was awarded 
first, second and fourth places in the final results and brought home $800.00% 
of the prize money. Sgt. Wehling placed first, Pvt. Garjola second and St.Set. 
Utterback took down four‘h money. 1st Lieut. Frecesrick V.H. Kimble, A.C., pi- 
loted the plane from which the men dropped. 

Major L.A. Walton, A.C., reported to this station during the month from the 
Philippines and was designated as Assistant Commandant. He will have active 
charge of all training activities. 

Sixteen flying cadets said good-bye to the school during the month, all 
due to the lack of 'inherent flying ability'. At the present time 150 students 
are under instruction. 

Congratulations are being extended to Capts. B.T. Burt, Earle G. Harper 
and lst Lieut. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, who recently received promotions. Captain 
Harper assumed command of the 47th School Squadron, in addition to his duties 
as Post Exchange Officer. Captain Burt will continue his duties as School 
Secretary. 
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